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The mysteries of Kingsley Plantation
By Daniel L. Schafer
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ON ThE COVER: Today’s immigrants come from all over the
world, enlivening Florida with many colon and cultures,

Letter
FROM

THE

EXECUTIVE

DIRE CTOR

THIS ISSUE OF FORUM takes me back to Urban
Odyssey, an anthology on the migrant and immigrant
experience in Washington, DC., which I edited in an
effort to understand how newcomers changed the
capital city and how the city changed them Our
"Changing Face of Florida" issue attempts to do the
same thing. Of course, it tells of different places, dif
ferent times, and different newcomers Yet the experi
ence of "making a new place home" contains many
common threads across time and place.
The story of Florida’s contemporary immigration is
in many ways similar to that of earlier immigrants to
this state, and to the rest of America. People leave
familiar terrain and social networks, travel to a strange
land, start over, learn a new language and new cus
toms, recreate birthplace traditions, and watch as their
children and grandchildren become "Americanized."
It’s the story of my grandparents who came from Italy
in the late 19th century. It’s the story of your ancestors
from around the nation and the world It’s the story of
Florida’s immigrants today-and over time.
The Florida Humanities Council has funded a num
ber of projects over its almost 30 years of grant mak
ing that have uncovered and publicized the stories of
Florida’s immigrants.
One of our most recent grants, "Literally Creole,"
sponsored by the Mapou Cultural Center and Sosyete
Koukouy in Miami, will feature an exhibit and lecture
series exploring how people from rural Haiti have
maintained their Creole language a melodic mixture
of African, Spanish, and French dating back to the 15th
century and their traditions in an urban environment.
It’s a unique story, and it’s also a universal one It is the
story of persistence and adaptation that has character
ized all newcomers to Florida as elsewhere.
The Ife-lIle Afro-Cuban festival celebrates the her
itage of Afro-Cubans, showcasing artistic and musical
traditions dating back centuries and exploring their sig
nificance in contemporary life. Other FHC-supported
projects have traced the history of the formation of
The Latin Quarter in Miami-the Little Havana and
Riverside communities-and the myriad ways in which
Cuban exiles have re-created their traditions and
transformed the city, while being transformed them
selves in the process.

We explo

how neo

Le

Ii om diverse

birthplaces have made a new

r

‘ice

loiLle, iui1 i;ew coltiLznunities, and
cotibuted to our mos’iic of cultures...
In another recent project, "The People of the Big
Water," researchers are collecting the oral histories of
old-timers and newcomers in the Glades towns of
Belle Glade and South Bay. An agricultural center longsettled by "old Florida" whites and African Americans
who have lived there for generations in relative isola
tion, the area is now flanked by an increasing diversity
of Hispanics, Central Americans, Asians, Arabs, and
people from the Caribbean. These newcomers are
drawn to the farm-related work and expanding busi
ness opportunities to serve a growing population.
"In this mix of natural and cultural flux and regenera
tion, these communities are striving to maintain their
historical character and heritage and accommodate the
newcomers," says scholar Kitty Oliver. No doubt the
newcomers are striving for the same thing, to maintain
their traditions while accommodating their new com
munities, an issue Maria Padilla raises in her fascinating
essay on a changing Orlando area.
This issue of FORUM explores how people from
diverse birthplaces, in search of opportunity, have
made a new place home, built new communities, and
contributed to the mosaic of cultures that makes up
our state. Like my grandparents, today’s immigrants
strive to recreate a sense of home, affinity, and identi
ty, a process that both fashions and cushions the
adjustment to their changing circumstances and new
environment. The process of adaptation, on the part
of both the newcomers and the communities in which
they live and work, is a common thread that unites us,
whether native-born or foreign-born, black or white,
European or non-European. It’s the story of Florida.
It’s the story of America.
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Florida Council
Comings and
Goings.

HUM ANITIES
Explore the Everglades
with EtC
Experience the mystery and history of the
Florida Everglades by joining FHC’s tour of
our state’s wonderful wetlands, Oct. 25-27
and Nov. 1-3. Activities will include:
* A narrated, sunset cruise through the
Ten Thousand Islands,
* M introduction to the area’s historyits Indians and slaves, railroad barons and
developers, poachers and other brigandspresented by author Stuart Mclver in
October and historian Gary Mormino in
November.
* An airboat ride with Miccosukee elder
Buffalo Tiger to his ancestral camp deep in
the saw grass.
* A slide presentation about Florida’s
Indians, narrated by anthropologist Patsy
West.
* A discussion of writer Elizabeth
Bishop’s prose and poetry about the
Everglades. presented by Betty Jean
Steinshouer.
* Music by Miami singer-songwriter
Grant Livingston.
Also, those who don’t mind getting wet
and dirty will enjoy the pre-tour hike
through the Fakahatchee Strand for a close
up look at the flora of the wetlands-includ
ing its forest of mixed bald cypresses, royal
palms, abundant and rare orchids, and other
brorneliads.
The cost of the tour is $200 for Fl-IC
members and $230 for non-members,
excluding lodging. Reservations will be made
on a first-come, first-served basis, so please
reserve your place as soon as possible. For
more information, please contact Laurie
Berlin at 727- 553-3810 or email her at
lberlin@flahum.org. You may also register
through our website at www.flahum.org.

archaeological digs and poems written by
participants about their experiences. These
expressions demonstrate the inspiration and
creativity teachers feel when they have the
opportunity to be among a community of
learners.
This summer the website will add links to
resources on the following topics that will
be explored at FCT seminars: Asian
Religions in Florida; kthaeology and
Community; Florida Writers; Sense of Place;
Art and Culture; and Hip Hop. Hoops, and
Homies.

"Thinking florida?"
Visit our Website at:
www.flahum.org for:
* The most up-to-date listing of
FHC programs throughout the state
* Resources from our Florida
Center for Teachers seminars
* Announcements of scholar-led
heritage tours
* Our updated Speakers Bureau

NEff Challenge Grants

Catalogue
* Information on FHC grant
opportunities
* Highlights from previous
FORUMs

Exhibiting florida’s Heritage
Fl-IC’s new series of traveling exhibits will
soon begin circulating around the state,
bringing images of Florida’s folk life, jour
neys into space, and social history. The
exhibits will be displayed at more than 70
libraries, museums, and community centers
over the next year.
The exhibit topics are: Remember the
Women: Fifteen Forgotten Florida Women;
Florida Folk Life: Traditional Arts in
Contemporary Communities; Florida’s
Journeys into Space; The Social History of
the Everglades; and The Open Road devel
oped by the Library of Congress.
FHC Website Connects
Resources and Teachers

Buffalo Tiger

Teachers interested in learning what hap
pens during one of the Florida Center for
Teachers week-long summer seminars need
only visit the FHC website and click on
"teachers." There they will learn about this
enriching experience through the words and
images of the participants at the 2001
Seminars. The site includes photos of teach
ers exploring local resources such as

The National Endowment for the
Humanities offers grants for consultants to
help nonprofit organizations develop public
humanities programs. These grants support
museums, libraries, historical organizations,
community associations, public radio and
television stations, and film, radio and digital
media producers in the early stages of proj
ect development or institutional planning.
Consultants often are academic specialists
but may also be film, radio or digital media
producers, museum curators, educators,
librarians and others whose experience and
knowledge of the humanities will enrich the
project. You can get more information or
talk to an NER program officer by calling
202-606-8267 or emailing:
publicprgms@neh.gov

We Thank Donors to Center
for Teachers
FHC thanks the following contributors for
their generous contributions to help the
Florida Center for Teachers reward and
renew the state’s outstanding teachers. This
summer, excellent teachers from throughout
Florida wilt attend week-long humanities
seminars at the Florida Center for Teachers
in St. Petersburg.
The Saunders Foundation: $10,000
The Gainesville Sun, through the New York
Times Foundation: $7,500
Escambia County School District: $5,000

DeSoto County School District: $5,000

Alachua County Public Schools
Foundation: $1000
Brevard Schools Foundation: $500
Public Education Foundation of Marion
County: $500
In addition, more than 125 alumni of the
Florida Center for Teachers have made per
sonal contributions to the program.
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first visited Kingsley Plantation on a balmy spring afternoon
in 1975 at the urging of a Jacksonville friend who knew of
my previous travels in West Africa and the Caribbean and of
my abiding interest in African-American history. Kingsley
Plantation was once a cotton estate worked by enslaved
Africans. It encompassed all of Fort George Island. By 1975,
however, Kingsley Plantation had been reduced to a small tract of
land on the north end of the island, purchased in 1955 by the
State of Florida. According to my friend, a visit to this littleknown florida State Park would evoke the plantation and slavery
experience more completely than any other place in Northeast
Florida.
Thus did I find myself driving toward Mayport, a fishing village
on the south shore of the St. Johns River near its junction with
the Atlantic Ocean, while my friend talked excitedly about
Zephaniah Kingsley, Jr., a controversial planter who resided on
the island from 1814 to 1842. 1 heard that Kingsley was a ship
captain and merchant who sailed to Africa to purchase slave
laborers fot his florida estates, and that several of the women he
bought became his conjugal partners and the mothers of his chil
dren. These partners and children were emancipated, educated,
and given property. One of the women, known as Anna Jai,
apparently had special status as Kingsley’s acknowledged wife.
According to local legend, Anna Jai was the daughter of an
African king.
I arrived at Mayport trying to sort out these stories, then drove
aboard a car ferry that carried us across the river to a landing at
Pilot Town, named for the river pilots who lived here years ago
earning their living guiding ships across the shifting sand bars at
the river’s entrance. From there it was a short drive to a causeway
that crossed the marsh between Batten Island and Fort George.
As soon as we drove onto the island, I was startled by the
ghostly ruin of a large structure beside the narrow road. Large
columns and walls jutted above a massive foundation of ancient
concrete-like blocks called tabby, made from a mixture of sand,
water, oyster shell, and lime that was stirred and poured into
forms to harden. My friend said the badly disintegrated structure
had once been the home of an African named Munsilna
McGundo, one of Kingsley’s wives. That part of the Kingsley leg
end, I later learned, was untrue; the house was not begun until a
decade after Kingsley’s death, and it was never completed. For
more than a century before I viewed the ruin, it had been a lone
ly unfinished sentinel guarding the southern entry to Fort George
Island.
From here we drove north through a heavy forest on a dirt road
known as Palmetto Avenue. Only a handful of driveways and
scattered home sites were visible along a roadway that long ago
had traversed cotton, rice, and provisions fields. With miles of
green marshland visible on the west, and cedar, pine, and oak
trees of surprising maturity covering most of the remainder 0f the
island, we drove through a setting of unsurpassed natural beauty.
Kingsley Plantation was a revelation. The tour guide told us
that John McQueen, a Revolutionary War hero from South
Carolina, built the main dwelling in 1798. McQueen moved to
Spanish East Florida to escape crushing debts. When problems
6 FORUM FL0RJDAHuPIANmE5c0uNCL] SPRING 2002
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with creditors continued, he sold Fort George Island to John
Houstoun McIntosh, a planter from Georgia. After Mcintosh led
an unsuccessful revolution against Spanish rule, he escaped to
Georgia and sold the plantation to Kingsley
The plantation complex I saw in 1975 consisted of the main
dwelling and the house Kingsley built for his African wife, Anna
Jai, along with a large barn and stable, and the disintegrating
tabby walls of 25 slave cabins grouped in a half-circle formation.
Walking through the woods I discovered remnants of other cab
ins; Kingsley apparently built 32 dwellings for his slave families.
The guide recounted numerous rumors and legends, some of
them silly and improbable. In the main dwelling, for example, we
were shown an elegant dining room table and chairs and were
directed to look directly above the table at a strange fan-like con
traption constructed of peacock feathers. As we watched, the
guide pulled an attached cord to fan imaginary dinner guests.
Fanning the master had been the job of Kingsley’s wife, Anna Jai,
we were told. Highly unlikely, I thought, that she would humble
herself in such a public way if in fact she wathe daughter of an
African king. Nor did the depiction match a document the guide
showed us wherein Kingsley described Anna as a person of intel
ligence and dignity.
Some of what I heard on the tour ‘as amusing, but for days 1
was haunted by the experience. The tour guide said nothing
about the enslaved men and women from Africa who had occu
pied the tabby cabins. I wanted to know their ethnic back
grounds, the regions they came from, the languages they spoke,
and the cultural practices they brought to the slave quarters. If
Anna Jai was an "African princess," I wondered why the guide
said her father was "Arabian, from somewhere in Madagascar or
Congo."
I wondered about this story ol slaves without names or faces
owned liv a "Scotsman" who became a slave trader but whose life
before arriving at Fort George Island was a mystery. It became
clear that a serious investigation of this intriguing historical put
zie was needed. It appeared probable that Kingsley Plantation was
linked to issues of surpassing importance in the history of the
Atlantic world.
For the next several weekends I drove alone to Fort George
Island to become thoroughly familiar with the setting. I talked
with Phil May, Jr., about his father’s study of Kingsley’s life. I
spoke with Carita Doggett Corse about her book, The Key to the
Golden Islands. I talked with Congressman Charles Bennett and,
ol course, with local historian IDena Snodgrass, who could never
bring herself to see a Minnesota boy-she called me a "Yankee"
on occasion-as a legitimate chronicler of the Kingsley story.
I became a "steady" at the Florida Room of the Jacksonville
Public Library and scrutinized the deed books and probate records
at the Duval County Courthouse. I visited archives in
Gainesville, St. Augustine, Tallahassee, and other cities along the
Atlantic Coast as far as Nova Scotia; and then I was off to Great
Britain, Denmark, the Dominican Republic, St. Thomas, and
West Africa. It has taken nearly 30 years, but I have come to
know the Kingsley family well enough to separate legend from
fact and to fit the story of Kingsley Plantation into the broader

FHC is interested in

hearing about your favorite

Florida

place.

Send your essay to: FHC, 599 Second St. So., St. Petersburg, FL 33701

contours of American history.
There have been surprising discoveries, like learning that the
legend of Anna Jai as an "African princess," the daughter of an
African king, may well be true. In the Nation of Senegal, West
Africa, I learned that Anna Jai’s name as a child was Anta
Majigeen Njaay often spelled Ndiaye, and that a griot a tradi
tional oral historian in Africa and village elders of a rural town
in what was once the Kingdom of Jolof believe that Anta was the
daughter of a nobleman who was a legitimate contender for the
kingship until a bitter dynastic dispute forced him into exile. I
now understand why Anta Anna continued to honor her par
ents by keeping their names alive in Florida, why she was able to
manage plantations and accumulate property that included other

Kingsley moved his wives and children to the Republic of Haiti
to protect them from discrimination. He liberated 50 of his
Florida slaves, took them to Haiti, and made plans to liberate
more. All of these are important themes in the history of the
Americas.
I have also discovered the names and histories of some of the
enslaved men and women who worked Kingsley’s fields and cre
ated the slave community that existed in the half-circle of tabby
cabins. Two of the male heads of family were carpenters whom
Kingsley purchased in East Africa and carried to America in a
ship called The Gustavia. I believe they both came from a village
in today’s Tanzania, where the males were professional wood
carvers before raiders captured and enslaved them.
One of these men, known as "Carpenter Bill"
when he was a slave and as "William Kingsley" when
he purchased his freedom, left a trail for me to follow
that led to his children and grandchildren. There is a
little-known treasure in the archive at Kingsley
Plantation, a photograph of Esther Bonifay, born at
Fort George Island, the youngest daughter of the sec
ond carpenter Kingsley brought from East Africa. His
name in slavery was Bonifay, but in freedom he
added the surname Napoleon.
I still search archives for insights concerning
events at Kingsley Plantation that encapsulate the
essential themes of Florida history.
Since 1975 Kingsley Plantation has been my
favorite Florida place. I continue regular visits,
although I must admit that I occasionally become a
road hazard when my vehicle nears the dwelling
compound. My imagination takes control when I
drive by persons who appear to be Anna Kingsley
and her youngest daughter Mary, planting palm trees
The tour guide said nothing about the enslaved men and
along Palmetto Avenue to beautify the approach to
the dwellings.
Historic photographs show the towering trees in
women from Africa who had occupied the tabby cabins.
the glory of their mature years. The originals are long
gone, replaced by less glorious offshoots, but they
have the power to kidnap an imagination. When that reverie
enslaved Africans, and from whence came the confidence to
challenge white men in a white-dominated legal system.
subsides and I drive to the slave quarters, other scenes appear.
Bonifay is working beside Esther and her siblings in the family
Zephaniah Kingsley, I have learned, was far more than a slave
trader and planter who pursued polygamous relationships with
garden plot in the field north of the slave quarters. In the next
African women. Kingsley was a participant in the Atlantic slave
feature, men are bidding for a slave boy named Alonzo at an auc
trade, a significant though largely unexplored theme in
tion in front of the Duval County Courthouse. The high bidder
Northeast Florida history. Like several other men in Spanish East stands apart from the crowd. His name is William Kingsley
Florida he acknowledged his black wives, emancipated them, and Carpenter Bill. Alonzo is his son. Martial music follows as men
with black faces dressed in the uniforms of the United States
reared his mixed-race children responsibly. Certainly, he exploit
ed black laborers by holding them in bondage. Yet he permitted
Colored Infantry march by; one of the soldiers is Alonzo. This
them to acquire property and to purchase freedom, and he
favorite Florida place apparently has the power to induce visions
encouraged others to follow his example. Once black slaves were
of the past.
emancipated, Kingsley believed they were entitled to the rights
*
*
*
of citizenship and to he treated with dignity
When American governance of Florida brought a rigid system
of slavery and implemented laws that outlawed the emancipation
DANIEL L. SCHAFER is professor of history at the University of
of slaves and excluded free blacks from citizenship rights,
North Florida.
SPRING 2002
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he social fabric of the United States is

undergoing a fundamental alteration.
Over the past 40 years an influx of
Hispanics, Asians, and blacks has
been changing the demographic profile of a
country that, for most of its history, was prima
rily populated by white immigrants from
Europe. A half-century ago, whites comprised
85 percent of the population. Today, this figure
is down to about 72 percent. Demographers,
including those in the census bureau, claim that
if this trend continues, whites will be only a
slight majority by 2050.

What will this mean for America? Some peo
ple speculate that America is headed for ethnic
conflict, excessive multiculturalism, and a loss
of Western values. But predictions are risky. For
starters, Congress could pass new immigration
laws. Also, the demand for U.S. visas could
diminish or change in some other way.
Moreover, the pressures for assimilation are
strong in contemporary society. Intermarriage
rates have been rising in recent decades, and
Americans may continue to intermarry with
one another to form a new ethnic pluralism. But
no one knows for sure. Determining precisely
what America will he like in the middle of the
21st century is only crude guesswork.
The demographic changes of the last four
decades are largely due to major changes in
immigration laws and policies. In 1965
Congress overhauled the restrictive national
origins quotas established in the l92Os. That
change and others paved the way for a renewed
mass immigration to the United States. The law
includes special provisions for refugees,
amnesties for undocumented immigrants, and a
liberal 1990 measure that increased immigra
tion by 35 percent.
In the 1990s about 10 million legal immi
grants arrived, a larger number than the previ
ous record, set in the first decade of the 20th
century. And those are only the official figures.
Illegal immigration was not common a century
ago, but the post-World War 11 en was charac
terized by a steady flow of such immigrants. The
census of 2000 revealed that approximately 9
million undocumented immigrants lived in
America. So great was the new immigration
that the census bureau counted 28.4 million
immigrants in the population of 2000 compared
to only 9.6 million in 1970. In 1970, 4.8 percent
of Americans were foreign born, hut that figure
reached 10.4 percent in the 2000 census.
Illegal immigration was not the only differSPRING 2002
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ence between post-World War II migration and the previous
waves. The new immigration was also notable for its racial
diversity.
Asians, for example, numbered less than 1 percent of
America’s population in the l9SOs, hut counted for roughly 4
percent by 2000. This rapid growth had a major impact on the
established Asian-American communities. Except for the
Japanese, a majority 60 percent of Asian Americans were for
eign-born. Also, the nation’s Chinatowns changed from bach
elor societies to family communities. In addition, whole new
ethnic Asian communities, such as the Vietnamese who
escaped from their war-tom country, appeared within a short
time.
The immigration of Hispanics was equally dramatic. By 2000
more than one-third of the Hispanics in the United States
were immigrants. Mexico had become the leading source for
immigration to America; in 2000 more than 7 million
Mexican-born persons lived in the United Stares. A substan
tial number of other Spanish-speaking people, such as Cubans
and Dominicans, added to the mix. The 2000 census revealed
that Hispanics slightly outnumbered African Americans as the
nation’s largest minority group.
The number of African Americans was nonetheless also grow
ing due to immigration, particularly the rapid growth of black
immigrants from the Caribbean and Africa- In 1940, less than 1
percent of blacks living in America most of them in New York

City or Florida had been born abroad. As the 20th century
ended, however, that figure had reached approximately 7 per
cent. Few Africans migrated to the United States during the
early decades of the 20th century; hut in the I990s African
immigration grew substantially, topping 30,000 annually.
Immigrants, whether in the l8SOs, I88Os, or l99Os came to
the United States largely to improve their economic position.
To be sure, refugees escaping political tenor or religious perse
cution were counted among the latest newcomers, but refugees
had arrived in the past, even though the immigration laws
before World War II had no legal category for refugees.
Moreover, just as early-2Oth century immigrants from Europe
differed in language, culture, religion, and nationality, so did
the late-20th century influx of Asians, Hispanics, and blacks.
Among these later groups were Roman Catholics, Moslems,
Buddhists, Sikhs, and Hindus. Highly educated East Indian
physicians had a different social profile than did refugees from
Laos and Cambodia, some of whom were illiterate in their own
languages. The first group of refugees fleeing Fidel Castro’s
Cuba represented the wealthy and educated elite of Cuban

society, in contrast to the many poor migrants from Central
America who arrived with few skills. One of the early Cuban
refugees had a degree from Yale University and later became
chief executive officer for the Coca Cola Corporation. Yet one
could find many Mexicans employed in chicken processing
plants in the midwestem states or as migrant farm workers.
Black immigrants hailed from several nations. From Africa,
they included Nigerian physicians and undocumented
Senegalese street merchants. On the whole, Africans were bet
ter educated than blacks from the Caribbean, who included
poverty-stricken Haitians making the journey to America in
rickety boats, hoping to gain asylum or to slip unnoticed into
10 FORUM FLORIDAHUDW1ITIE5COUNCJL
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the larger Haitian communities And of course the Africans
spoke a variety of languages whereas the Haitians spoke
Haitian Creole, or for the elite, French. However, most blacks
from the Caribbean spoke English.
Within groups there were also class differences. Among the
Chinese, for example, many students from Taiwan came to
America to study and then found employment after complet
ing their education. They usually worked as professionals and
were sometimes ragged the "uptown Chinese." But in the
country’s Chinatowns one found the "downtown" Chinese,
women who labored in swear shops or men who put in long
hours in Chinese restaurants. Often these men and women did
not speak English. Smuggling rings brought in illegal Fujianese
Chinese who worked incredible hours for low wages. These
undocumented immigrants resembled indentured servants in
colonial America. Because of their diverse geographical origins
the new Chinese immigrants spoke a number of different
dialects.
This same pattern among immigrant groups had existed
before. Around 1900 immigrants from northern Italy believed
that they had little in common with those from southern Italy,
and many of the southerners did not think they were Italian:
Rather they identified with particulat villages. Only after being
in America for years did they assume an Italian-American
identity. Among Jewish immigrants, those from Germany
regarded Jews from Eastern Europe as uncouth and did not wish
to he identified with them. In the early 19th-century immi
grants from Germany identified more with their provinces
than with their country of origin as a whole. These included
Jews, Lutherans, Reformed, and Catholics. Not until 1870 did
Bismarck succeed in uniting Germany.
Immigrants before the l930s were mostly young males
about 60 percent. Women made up a majority of only one
nationality hefote World War II: the Irish. After 1945 a slight
majority of all immigrants were women. Family migration was
common after 1965, hut one should not exaggerate the differ
ences between the old immigrant flows and the post-World
War II migration. While immigrants before 1940 were usually
males, some returned home, and many of those who stayed sent
for their wives and children, thus forming family-based immi
grant communities. Of course not all new groups contained a
majority who were female, and not all of the old groups were
overwhelmingly male. In addition to the Irish with their
female majority, Jews and Germans, for example, had almost
evenly balanced gender ratios. Among Africans and Mexicans
arriving in the past four decades, men predominated.
Scholars have noticed shifts in the skiLls and educations of
immigrants. Today’s immigrants are better educated than those
of the past. Fully one-fourth have college diplomas, and a con
siderable number have advanced degrees in recent years. But
even recent immigrant flows contained a high proportion of
persons without high school educations. About one quarter of
native-horn Americans have not completed high school com
pared to 36 percent of immigrants. The uneducated newcom
ers, including many illegals, have taken low-paid entry-level
jobs, just as Italians and others did a century ago, building sub
ways, paving streets and unloading ships. The American econ
only rewards those with college and post-college degrees, but it

still has many low-level jobs-sewing garments in sweatshops,
washing cars, picking crops, cleaning offices and hotels, tend
ing to gardens, and doing other forms of manual labor.
Desperate people from Central America, Mexico, and else
where are eager to take on these tasks because they have so lit
tLe opportunity at home and these are the only jobs available
to them here.
Because ethnic networks are so important in the migration
process, immigrants throughout American history have tended
to settle among compatriots from their native countries. One
observer described New York City’s Kleindeutschland in the
lSSOs in this way: "Life in Kleindeurschland is almost the same
as in the Old Country.... There is not a single business which
is not run by Germans. Not only the shoemakers, tailors, bar
bers, physicians, grocers, and innkeepers are German hut the
pastors and priests as well.. .The resident of Kleindeurschland
need not even know English in order to make a living."

-

ust as Kleindeutschlands and other ghettos dotted
American cities during the heyday of European
immigration, the barrio has become a fixture of the
new Hispanic immigration. As in the past, in these
contemporary ghettos one sees signs and hears con
versations in foreign languages. One observer
remarked of Miami’s Cuban enclave, "The whole
area is laced with Cuban parks, restaurants, banks,
savings and loans, theaters, insurance offices, hard
ware stores, open-air markets, jewelry stores...grocery stores,
[andi maps of Cuba, posters of José Marti, Cuban flags, and
‘Cuba libre’ signs are in the store windows."
Scholars have found that many such ghettos contain a vari
ety of peoples. Yet even if the population is somewhat mixed,
the dominant group gives the district its name such as "Little
Poland" or "Little Havana." Moreover, within these enclaves
ethnic groups attend their own churches, frequent familiar
stores, organize fraternal and welfare groups, and marry within
their own nationality or religious groups. At the same time it
should he noted that many immigrants, especially the profes
sionals and entrepreneurs, live in highly diverse suburbs.
Those wanting to restrict current immigration worry about
newly formed ethnic communities. But this was also a concern
a couple of centuries ago. Benjamin Franklin looked at the
large German migration coming into Pennsylvania and asked,
"Why should the Palatine Boors be suffered to swarm into our
settlement, and by herding together establish their languages
and manners to the exclusion of Ours? Why should
Pennsylvania, founded by the English, become a colony of
Aliens, who will shortly be so numerous as to Germanize us
instead 0f our Anglifying them, and will never adopt our lan
guage or customs?"
Most immigrant groups have ultimately assimilated into
mainstream America, even the largest group-the Germans.
German immigrants, except for small groups like the Amish
and Mennonites, saw their children and grandchildren lose
their German ethniciq Today for most descendants of
European immigrants, ethnicity, as sociologists Richard Alba
and Mary Waters have observed, has become an option. With
high rates of intermarriage and mobility it appears that this
i:

-
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pattern will continue.
Even Japanese Americans, a group who saw their West Coast
members placed in virtual concentration camps during World
War II, found better times after 1945. Japanese Americans
found new careers and mixed with other Americans in ways
that their immigrant grandparents did not dream of. By the
1990s over half of Japanese-American women were marrying
non-Japanese men. What ethnic group would their children
he? The 2000 census allowed residents to designate mote than
one race for the first time, and 7 million did so.
But will such an assimilation process be repeated for the post1965 immigrants? The latest newcomers may not easily follow
the paths of the old, but it does appear that today’s immigrants,
or at least their descendants, will become part of American
society.
There can be no doubt that they find contacts with their
homeland vastly easier than did immigrants of the past. Jet air
planes, the telephone, and most recently e-mail make for easy
communication and travel. Easier contacts, however, are
unlikely to make immigrants less willing to become part of
America. Scholars believe that the proportion going hack to
their countries of origin is similar to that of the turn of the cen
tury.
Even the post-World War II opportunities to obtain dual cit
izenship are unlikely to prevent immigrants ftom embracing
their new homeland. On the surface, dual citizenship allows an
immigrant to have a foot in the country of origin and in
America. This could mean that immigrants might regard their
commitment to the United States somewhat superficially. In
the event of a war or similar crisis what would prevent an
immigrant with dual citizenship from returning to the home
land to avoid military service? This has not been a significant
issue. What is remarkable about immigrants historically is their
patriotism. For example, the Irish, although troubled by the
emancipation of slaves, nonetheless rallied to the Union cause
during the Civil War, just as Germans and Scandinavians did.
And, despite the ann-German rhetoric of World War I,
German Americans fought against the land of their ancestors.
Japanese Americans and Mexicans, both of whom faced con
siderable bigotry, compiled outstanding military records during
World War II. During World War I many immigrants, in a burst
of patriotism or desire not to be called home to fight, became
American citizens. Naturalization increased again during
World War U.
Federal legislation during the last half of the 20th century
has promoted naturalization. The family unification system of
post-l965 immigration policy encouraged newcomers to apply
for citizenship because it allowed them to sponsor their imme
diate family members and brothers and sisters. Bur until 1994
Asians were more apt to naturalize than persons of those coun
tries near the United States, such as Caribbean nations and
Mexico. To encourage more immigrants to naturalize, in 1994
the Clinton administration embarked upon a special program
of Americanization. The program received a big boost in 1996
when Congress passed legislation denying federal benefits to
many immigrants. As a result the numbers applying for citizenII
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ship leaped from less than 250,000 in 1993 to more than 1 mil
lion three years later and remained high thereafter with huge
backlogs developing.
In 1998 Mexico started permitting its nationals to hold dual
citizenship. This came just as large numbers of Mexicans were
becoming American citizens without giving up their Mexican
citizenship. It is too soon to see the implications of Mexican
policy. Bur the welfare benefits and voting rights accompany
ing American citizenship provide a huge incentive to become
more involved in American political affairs.
he American lifestyle itself is an incentive to
seek citizenship for Mexican immigrants and
many others from Central America, the
Caribbean, and Asia. As long as social and
economic conditions remain unsettled at
home there will be little incentive to return,
except to retire and collect Social Security
checks that can buy much more in their
native lands than in the United States. Of
course for refugees there is no incentive to return, and only a
few Russian Jews and Vietnamese have done so. Cuban exiles
have been intensely involved in the affairs of Castro’s Cuba,
but the immigrant generation is aging and the second genera
tion is not nearly so concerned about Cuba. Just as the 19thcentury Irish and Jews left appalling conditions to seek a better
life in America, today’s refugees or those fleeing economic dep
ravation have little desire to retum to the conditions of their
land of origin. In other words the factors that stimulated them
to leave are the same ones inducing them to stay in the United
States.
Also prompting immigrants to become more involved in
American affairs is the assimilation of their children. Few of
the older immigrants adapted readily to American society.
Many did not even learn English, become voting citizens, or
mix with others, except in the workplace. But their children
went to the public schools, quickly learned English and began
to forget their parents’ languages. Fraternal and ethnic organi
zations had little attraction for the American-born. The third
generation was even less likely to wish to return to the land and
culture of their grandparents. The children of immigrants are
more willing to become part of the dominant culture. Their
exposure to public schools, the mass culture of the movies and
television, clothing styles, and consumerism make it difficult
indeed for parents to take them hack home or to control their
social lives.
And so the pattems of the past are likely to be repeated.
Immigrants come to the United States seeking opportunity,
bring with them languages and cultures that add to the diversi
ty of their adoptive country, watch their children become
Americanized, and ultimately, become Americans.
*

*

*

DAVID REIMERS. professor emeritus at New York University, is

the author of Still the Golden Door: The Third World Comes
to America.

k

Black and white cigarmakers work

side-by-side

-

in a Tampa factory around the turn

of the century.

A Crossroads for Adventurers
Dreamers, schemers, seekers, settlers forge eclectic Florida culture
By Gary fl Morinino
"I know how men in exile feed on dreams of hope.
-

Agemetnnon

FLORIDA’S HISTORIC TRAJECTORY HAS COME FULL CIR
CLE. Nearly 500 years after the name La Florida was first
attached to the peninsula of land jutting toward the
Caribbean, one finds fittingly a burgeoning center of Hispanic
life.
Buffering waning Protestant and Catholic empires, La
Florida was gateway and crossroads to the Americas and
Caribbean. Metaphor and highway, the Gulf Stream funneled
treasures and passengers between the Old and New Worlds.
Colonial St. Augustine and Pensacola boasted a fluid pop
ulation of Native Americans, Spaniards, mestizos children of
mixed European and Indian descent, crioUos children of
Spanish parents born in the Americas, runaway African
slaves, Canary Islanders, Moors, Sephardic Jews, and conver
SOS.

Florida served as a vast stage for the meeting of peoples:
Apalachee Indians and Spanish friars, indentured Minorcan
servants and British overseers, African slaves and Irish
planters. The Spanish Borderlands brought into contact wildly diverse individuals and groups along the turbulent south
eastern frontier.

Three centuries of Spanish rule ended in 1819 with the
Adams-OnIs Treaty, yet vestiges of old Florida survived and
endure. When Rachel Jackson, the feisty wife of Military
Governor Andrew Jackson, arrived at Pensacola in 1821, she
was horrified. "The inhabitants all speak Spanish and French.
Some speak four languages," she wrote of this new territory.
"Such a mixed multitude .. . Fewer white people by far than
any other.. Jamaican blacks bearing prodigious burdens on
their heads; a fish peddler filling the street with incompre
hensible cries... And must I say the worst people here are the
cast-off Americans."
Languishing in the aftermath of Civil War and
Reconstruction the entire state numbered only 269,493 resi
dents in 1880, Florida embarked upon an ambitious program
to encourage immigration. Boldly stated, the state of Florida
hoped to recruit European immigrants ideally Northern
Europeans to replace and displace African Americans. Fewer
then 10,000 immigrants had settled in Florida by 1880.
The region’s poverty, remoteness, and lack of industry made
Florida unattractive to millions of Southern, Central, and
Eastern Europeans who flocked to northern cities between
1880 and World War I. Yet compared to irs Southern neigh
bors, Florida was an ethnic hothouse. In 1880, almost 4 per
cent of Florida’s population was foreign-born, double that of
SPRING 2002
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other southern states.
Although few in number, emigrants from the
Btitish Isles stamped their culture upon Gilded
Age Florida. Orlando’s English colony nurtured
an odd collection of polo players, clergymen’s
sons, genteel farmers, and retired military offi
cers.
Fort Meade, the oldest interior city in South
Florida, lured expatriate Britons to Polk County.
Motivated by profit orange groves, and by fan
tasy romantic poetry, so many Englishmen had
settled by 1887 that a newspaper exclaimed,
"[Fort Meade] now has a greater English popula
tion than any town in Florida..."
An ambitious plan to settle Florida’s west
coast with upper-class British colonists also
influenced the history of Sarasota. Devotees of
Historically,
the London Times read of a tropical paradise
awaiting only "British hands and brains." The
floridians’
so-named Omiston Colony offered investors the
opportunity to become gentleman farmers by
attitudes towará
day and aristocrats by night. The newly platted
immigration and
town of Sarasota awaited settlers denied by birth
order or inheritance their rightful place in soci
immigrants
ety. Colonists departed Glasgow, Scotland, in
1885, and following a harrowing journey, landed
alternated between
in desolate Sarasota.
acceptance arid
Schemers and dreamers sought cheap foreign
labor to plant fields and harvest groves. Perhaps
repulsion
the most ambitious plan involved Henry
Sanford, a Civil War hen and aristocratic land
Key West was literally and fig
baron. Purchasing 23 square miles along undeveloped Lake
uratively
an ethnic island in the
Monroe, he incorporated the town of Sanford and sponsored
Deepest
South.
Bahamians had
hundreds of Swedish emigrants. The Swedes found the
become
so
ingrained
in 19thFlorida frontier a miasmic hellhole and left in droves, many
century
Key
the term
West
that
moving on to the Minnesota prairies where the climate felt
"Conch" became interchange
more like home. New Upsala in Seminole County honors the
able, meaning a native of the
Swedish pioneers.
Keys or a Bahamian white or
The dream of blond-haired, industrious Scandinavians till
black. Bahamians worked as
ing Florida fields and groves persisted, however. White City, a
charcoal burners in the Lower
colony of 500 Danes situated in St. Lucie County, foundered
and Middle Keys, labored as
on the rocks of emhe::lement and bad timing. Further south,
spongers and salvagers, and
the Danish Brotherhood of Wisconsin purchased land in
fashioned many of the picturesque homes now standing in
Broward County, establishing the successful agricultural town
Key West.
of Dania. Carl Hiaasen, novelist and journalist, traces his
Revolutions abroad shaped Key West’s destiny. In 1868
toots to Dania.
Americans
were reminded-not fur the first or last timeIf Swedes and Florida orange groves made for an imperfect
that Cuba lurked only 90 miles from Florida. Cuban insur
match, such was not the case with Greeks and Gulf Coast
gc’nts revolted against Spanish rule, resulting in a decade-long
sponges. In 1906, agents lured hundreds of Oteeks from the
-ar of attrition. Imperial Spain triumphed, but thousands of
Dodecanese Islands to Tarpon Springs, a town nestled on the
emigres-including
a young student, José MartI-fled the
Anclote River. Hellenic customs and legacies endute at the
island,
committed
the struggle for Cuban independence.
to
Tarpon Springs Sponge Exchange, St. Nicholas Greek
Key West became a Cuban expatriate capital.
Orthodox Church, and the annual Festival of the Epiphany.
In 1888, a visitor wrote of Key West, "It is densely settled
Several noteworthy Slavic communities managed to sur
and
about as un-American as possible, hearinga strong resem
vive and thrive. In Seminole County, Slovaks founded Slavia
to the West Indian town." By 1890 Key West boasted
blance
in 1915, building a rich agricultural colony. In the early
residents, making "Cavo Hueso" Florida’s largest city.
18,940
I92Os, 50 Czech families established Masaryktown in
"To
a
person
who has never visited this island," wrote Sylvia
Hernando County. The Czechs carved out a niche as chicken
Sunshine in her guidebook, "it is almost impossible to imag
farmers.
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me that only miles from the mainland of Florida is a city so
nearly in appearance [to] the Spanish dominions of the Old
World where hardly a sentence of English is heard." Capital
followed the exiles, helping build a robust cigar industry and
a revolutionary political climate.
In 1886, a new Cuban exile community rivaled Key West.
Vicente Martinez-Yhor, a Spanish patnin who had also fled
Cuba for Key West, founded Ybor City just northeast of
Tampa. Thousands of Cubans, attracted by dreams of
Ametican gold and Cuba Libre Free Cuba quickly made
For decades, sponge boats have lined the docks in Tarpon Springs.
home to a large Greek population left. Bahaniians arrive in Miami
in 1943 to work the South Florida fields below. Key West in the
I940s below exudes its Spanish and Caribbean roots bottom.

Ybor City one of America’s most famous immigrant- industri
al enclaves. Spaniards and Italians followed Cubans to
Tampa, becoming part of the "Latin" lifestyle.
For more than 50 years, Ybor City constituted the greatest
concentration of industry, skilled labor, and immigrants in
Florida. Tampa became an industrial island in the agricultur
al South, a place where violent labor strikes marked the pas
sage of time. Immigrants brought with them a sharpened
understanding of the working-class struggle. Lectores readers
read the novels of Victor Hugo and Miguel de Cervantes and
the works of Karl Marx and Michael Bakunin to rabaqueros
cigar wotkers. By 1920, more than 10,000 Latin immigrants
made Tampa synonymous with hand-rolled cigars.
A third Cuban community, Marti City, flourished briefly
outside Ocala in the 1890s before it was abandoned. Catlos
Balino, founder of the Cuban Communist Party, lived in
Marti City.
From its incorporation as a city in 1896, Miami depended
upon immigrants as a source of labor and energy. In particular,
black Bahamians invested their futures in the "Magic City."
working on Flagler’s railroad, picking winter vegetables on
Dade County farms, and opening grocery stores in Coconut
Grove. As many as one-quarter of Miami’s population
between 1896 and 1921 was composed of black West Indians.
The actor Sidney Poitier, the son of Cat Island tomato farm
ers, was horn in Miami in 1927.
Historically, Floridians’ attitudes toward immigration and
immigrants alternated between acceptance and repulsion.
During periods of tumult and instability, immigrants served as
convenient scapegoats. Consider the plight of German
Americans during World War I. Ironically, Germans had been
idealized as model immigrants- industrious, highly literate,
and patriotic. And while their numbers in Florida were negli
gible, the specter of Huns in the Sunshine State led to hyste
ria and intolerance. Rumors quickly circulated of German
agents promising African Americans social and political
equality if blacks disrupted the home front. In Key West,
authorities arrested the Rev. Karl Klaus, an enemy alien
charged with "stirring up Negroes in Miami." Gov. Sidney
Johnston Catts, "the Cracker Messiah," warned Floridians of
papal plots and foreign menaces. He monitored the activities
of German monks in Pasco County. Authorities seized the
German-American Lumber Company of St. Andrews Bay
Gulf County, selling it to American investors. Officials and
vigilantes in Miami, Jacksonville, and Tampa raided GermanAmerican cultural clubs, closing down the facilities. None
reopened.
During times 0f social unrest, universities frequently serve
as lightning rods. In 1918, Florida’s Board of Control voted to
eliminate Getman language courses at the University of
Florida and Florida State College for Women.
Americans-reeling from the upheavals of ‘vat, nativism, a
Red Scare, and Prohibition-looked for a safety valve.
Congress banned and restricted undesirable inimigrants, i.e.
Italians, Jews, Slays, Greeks, Chinese, and Japanese.
Anti-Semitism and "restricted clientele" signs notwith
standing, Jews flocked to Miami and Miami Beach in the
192Os and 1930s. In 1943, Wolfie Cohen opened his now-
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Threshold of Change: The
predominant Jewish cul

tire in Miami right and
fabled delicatessen on Collins Avenue. A
below would soon give
stranger patronizing Wolfie’s, Pumpernik’s, or
way to a huge influx of
the kosher Lincoln Manor Restaurant in the
Cuban immigrants in the
l940s and l950s was struck by two phenomena:
1960s far right.
Yiddish accents and the age of the patrons.
Miami Beach was fast becoming an enclave of
elderly Jews.
For Jews, postwar America’s prosperity, free
dom, and tolerance made Florida’s Gold
Coast especially attractive. "More than
anything," a bedazzled Isaac Bashevis
Singer wrote upon his first visit to Miami
Beach in 1948, "palm trees symbolized
the American paradise." The Jewish pop
ulation of Miami exploded, rising from
8,000 in 1940 to 140,000 in 1960.
Between 1945 and 1960, an average of
800 Jews moved to Miami each month,
many 0f them first-generation immi
grants from Poland and Russia.
On New Year’s Eve 1958, Cuban leader
Fulgencio Batista abdicated power, turn
ing over power to a young rebel, the
leader of the barbudos the bearded guer
rillas and the 26th of July Brigade. Fidel
Castro was no stranger to Floridians. In
J$ØLLh LINCOLN ROAD
1955, the lawyer-turned-revolutionary
MIAMI BEACH. PLA.
had toured the state, hoping to raise
funds and consciousness for his cause.
"The Republic of Cuba is the daughter of
the cigar makers of Tampa," he reminded Tampenos.
The story of what happened in Miami since 1960 stands as
In Miami, news of the December31, 1958, transfer of power
one of the greatest immigrant success stories in American his.
barely made the front page. Miami, however, was on the
tory. Cuban cafés appeared at every street corner; but Cuban
threshold of change so immense that words such as "pro
banks, construction companies, and television stations also
found" and "revolution" seem inadequate.
emerged. Capitalizing upon family and group associations and
The first wave of Cubans arrived in 1959. Defiantly insist
taking advantage of state and federal assistance, Cuban busi
ing that they were exiles, not emigrants, refugees were wel
nessmen penetrated almost every sector of South Florida’s
comed by civic and humanitarian groups. This vanguard rep
economy. Among Hispanics in the U.S., no nationality has
resented Cuba’s elites-governmental officers, propertied
demonstrated the same entrepreneurial bent as Cubans.
classes, and groups who had the most to lose. Confident that
The year 1980 fundamentally shook Florida, neatly cleav
a restoration of the old homeland was only a heartbeat away,
ing a distinct before-and-after chasm. Again the impetus for
especially when Castro committed Cuba to revolutionary
change came from abroad. In April 1980, Castro announced
socialism, the exile community of Miami waited patiently,
that gusanos critics of the government-literally, "worms"
then impatiently, day-by-day creating a "Havana USA."
could leave. The Cuban port of Mariel became the focal point
This first wave of Cubans was received, welcomed, and
and namesake for the tumultuous events. Americans soon
assisted by the U.S. government. Whereas the huddled mass
realized this was foreign policy dictated on Castro’s terms. The
es at Ellis Island 1886-1921 obtained, at most, a delousing
124,000 Marielitos, who arrived in Florida on a wide variety
and soup, the Cuban Refugee Program provided the most gen
of watercraft, included several thousand criminals and mental
erous benefits ever offered in American immigration history.
patients. Pawns of a bankrupt Cuban revolution, the
Such generosity reflected more than egalitarianism;
Marielitos were poorer, blacker, and younger than previous
American Cold Warriors were anxious to embarrass and
emigrants.
defeat Castro.
Strikingly, Miami’s Cuban and Anglo communities repudi
The "Freedom Flights," 1965-1973, marked the second
ated the newcomers, just as the German Jews of the 1840s
great wave of Cuban migration to Miami. Almost 300,000
looked down upon the "greenhorn" Russian Jews of the 1 880s.
In 1980, Dade County voters approved a controversial refer
Cubans arrived in the United States. Only about 10 percent
of the new émigrés were professionals or managers; rather, the
endum requiring that county business be conducted exclusive
Freedom Flights brought artisans and service and agricultural
ly in English. The year 1980 also introduced a new term to
workers. Women and the elderly were over-represented; Afro
Americans: "boat people." Thousands of Haitians also arrived,
Cubans were drastically underrepresented.
many on makeshift boats, to settle in beleaguered Miami.
16
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The politics of anger and
resentment
boiled over in
The story of
Miami’s ethnic and racial
what happened
cauldron. Bolstered by an
energized Cuban constituen
in Miami since
cy, Miami voters re-elected
Maurice Ferre mayor. By the
1960 stands as
mid-1980s, Hispanics consti
one of the
tuted half of Miami’s regis
tered voters and swept congreatest
trol of the city commission.
In 1989, Cuban Americans
immigrant
helped elect Ileana Ros
success stories
Lehtinen to Congress, the
*
first Hispanic woman to win
m American
such office.
Miami, Los Angeles, and
history.
New
York
are
great
American cities, but also the
great immigrant cities. Of
the three, Miami has the highest proportion 60 percent of
its residents born abroad. The 2000 Census revealed more
than 1.2 million Hispanics in Dade County. Of this number,
almost 800,000 were Cuban. The census also showed that
most Miamians speak a language other than English at home.
The l980s and 1990s brought waves of immigrants in num
bers not seen since the turn of the 20th century. Miami
became the capital of Latin America. Revolutions, instability,
and rising expectations in the Caribbean and Central and
South America brought hundreds of thousands of Latinos to
Florida.
During the 1 980s, Florida’s Spanish-speaking population
soared by 83.4 percent; nearly half of this growth occurred
outside Dade County. The most stunning changes occurred in
Central Florida. Osceola became America’s fastest growing
Hispanic county; the number of Hispanics, chiefly Puerto

Ricans, increased twelve-fold in the 1980s.
In Orlando, residents call Azalea Park
"Little San Juan." El Nuevo Dkz, Puerto
Rico’s largest daily newspaper, contains
pages of advertisements extolling the good
life in Central Florida. A botanica on South
Orange Avenue sells statues of Santa
Barbara and icons of Santeria.
The Hispanic Diaspora to Florida intensi
fied in the 1990s, increasing by 63 percent.
Broward County added almost 200,000
Hispanics chiefly transplants from Dade
County during the decade, but the most
significant trend was the migtation of
Hispanics across the state. Locales that had
historically attracted few Hispanics-Polk,
Citrus, Pasco, and Hernando Countiesnow claim a total of 50,000 such residents.
Most dramatically, the 2000 Census noted
that Cubans are now a minority among
Hispanics in Florida. Surging numbers of
Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and Colombians
promise to continue this trend.
Florida’s fastest growing immigrant group, however, is not
Hispanic, but Asian. The number of Asians residing in
Florida tripled in the 196Os, tripled again in the 1970s, and
doubled in the 1980s. Census takers identified more than
200,000 Asians primarily Filipinos, Chinese, Vietnamese,
and Koreans in 2000. Consider that on the eve of Pearl
Harbor in 1940, only a few hundred Asians resided in the
Sunshine State. Filipino communities have begun in
Pensacola and Jacksonville, while Vietnamese have clustered
in Orlando, Hialeah, and St. Petersburg. Asian Indians repre
sent Florida’s fastest growing group, many of whom reside in
Dade and Broward counties.
The history of modem Florida compresses massive social
change in an astonishingly brief span of time. In 1950, the
state’s 2.7 million inhabitants were predominantly white,
Protestant, and Southern. Only one in 20 residents was for
eign born. But the new Florida reveals an ethnically, racially,
and religiously diverse mega-state, where one in five citizens
is foreign born. Today, more Hispanics reside in Florida than
African Americans, an extraordinary shift in population con
sidering that as late as 1880, blacks constituted half of
Florida’s residents.
Whither Florida? For several generations, Florida has grap
pled with the complexities of multiculturalism and immigra
tion. The Florida of today is the America of tomorrow. To
plan for the future, state leaders will need the skills of diplo
mats and the powers of soothsayers. Many Floridians must be
pondering the question Ebenezer Scrooge asked the Spirit:
"Are these the shadows of the things that will be, or are they
the shadows of things that may be, only?"*
*

GARY R. MORMINO, Frank

*

*

E. Duckwall professor of Florida history

the University of South Florida, is co-author with George
Pozzetta of The Immigrant World of Thor City.
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By Mwia Cristina Garcia

Inos
MEXICANS IN St LUCIE COUNTY.
Puerto Ricans in Orlando. Nicaraguans
in Miami. Florida’s Latino population is
larger and more diverse than ever,
according to the 2000 census. Even in
cities like Tampa and Hialeah, long
associated with Cuban migration, the
demographics are changing, reflecting
the general trend across the United
States.
People who trace their ancestries to
Latin America ate the fastest-growing
population in the United States. The
2000 census reported 35.3 million
Hispanics/Latinos in the United States,
up from 14.5 million in 1980.
Immigration accounted for more than
half of this population increase.
According to critic Debra Castillo, this
migration has made the United States
the second-largest Spanish-speaking
nation, second only to Mexico.
The generic terms "Hispanic" and
"Latino" don’t adequately convey the
incredible diversity in this population,
however-in national origin, race, reli
gion, socioeconomic standing, and
political affiliation. The largest Latino
group, the Mexican Americans or
Chicanos, number 20.6 million, fol.
lowed by the Puerto Ricans 3.4 mil
lion and the Cubans 1.3 million.
The remaining 10 million trace their
ancestries to 19 other countries. Every
state in the union now has a Latino
population, but five states are home to
more than half of this population:
California, Texas, New York, Florida,
and Illinois.
Perhaps one of the most fascinating
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revelations of the 2000 census is the
growing-.and diverse-Latino popula
tion in the southeastern United States.
Some of these states-Georgia,
Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippiare not usually associated with Latinos.
Their new Latino residents include con
tract laborers on temporary visas, exiles
and immigrants who left their countries
for political and economic reasons, and
migrants from other areas of the coun
try in search of better economic oppor
tunities.
Of the southeastern states, Florida
has a longer tradition of immigration
from Latin America especially Cuba
because of its geographic location. But
even in Florida the Latino population
has increased exponentially in just one
decade. Some 2.6 million of Florida’s
15.9 million residents are Latino-a
70.4 percent increase since 1990. Some
cities and counties experienced remark
able growth. The central Florida county
of Osceola, for example, experienced a
294 percent increase in its Latino popu
lation in just 10 years from 12,866 to
50,727. Latinos became 16.5 percent
of metro Orlando’s population, up from
9 percent in 1990.
Cuba continues to be a major produc.
er of emigrants, contributing more than
20,000 new residents to the United
States each year, more than half settling
in Florida. Cubans comprise the largest
Latino group in the state 833,120. But
every single Spanish-speaking country is
now represented in Florida’s population,
which was not true two decades ago.
Florida’s new Latinos trace their ances
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try to Puerto Rico 462, 027, Mexico
263,925, and every other Caribbean
and Central and South American cinin
try including Colombia 138,768,
Nicaragua 79,559, the Dominican
Republic 70,968, and Pen’ 44,026.
Add to that the many Portuguesespeaking Brazilians in Florida.
Like other immigrants and
Americans, the Latinos tend to settle
in areas where they can establish their
own niche within the local economy.
Not surprisingly, the Florida counties
with the largest L-at mu populations
were Miami-Dade 1.2 million,
Broward 271,652, and Hillshorough
179,692. Specific Latino groups domi.
nate some areas. South Florida and
especially Miami have long been associ

This band, called Oski, performed at the
‘Festival Musical Navideno en a Calle Ocho" and
is made up of front row, from left Danny de Ia
Fe, Cuban American; and Vic Julia, Puerto Rican;
back row, from left David Lagnado, Italian
American; Omar Gonzaelez, Cuban American;
Rod Lone, Cuban American; and Eli Stamp.
Romanian American.

t
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Columbian
-C

Dominican
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census Bureau

ared with Cubans, while more than half
of Orlando’s Latino population is
Puerto Rican. Florida’s Treasure Coast
Martin and St. Lucie counties is pop
ulated heavily by Mexicans. But even
traditional enclaves have changed.
Working-class Little Havana in Miami,
for example, has more residents from
Central and South America than from
Cuba, and Tampa’s Ybor City has a het
erogeneous population.
Not surprisingly, the cultural land.
scape of the state continues to change,
and the news media, reflecting and
shaping the feats of its English-speak
ing audience, is worried by the social
and political impact these changing
demographics may have on the state.
Articles and editorials use the language

of natural disasters to discuss the new
immigration: The Latino presence is
described as a surge, a flood, a wave, a
boom, an explosion.
Across the state, Floridians worry
whether these new immigrants will ever
become Americanized in a society that
purports to value multiculturalism over
complete assimilation at least theoreti
cally. Some members of the public
claim that today’s immigrants don’t
want to learn English or to become
American, that they are encouraged to
retain their ‘old world’ ways to their
economic detriment by today’s liberal
social policies. Of course, such claims
ignore the historical records that offer a
more nuanced account of the immi
grant story. Since the 18th century,
immigrants to the United States have
been accused of resisting and subverting
the civic ideal; but in the end, they
have always adapted to their new envi
ronment. Further, as historian Gary
Okihiro has written, those on the mar
gins of U.S. society have always chal
lenged and helped to define the main
stream. Today’s immigrants are no dif
ferent. But these discourses persist
because, as Sheila Croucher reminds us
in her study of ethnic politics in Miami,
perceptions become as important as
facts.
Today’s immigrants are different from
those of the past in some important
ways. Immigrants to the United States
at the beginning of the 20th centurythe last great migration-came predom
inantly from southern and eastern
Europe, and New York City was their
gateway into this country. Today’s
immigrants are more likely to come
from Asia and Latin America, and they
come through Los Angeles and Miami.
Unlike immigrants of the early 20th
century, who were largely illiterate and
of peasant stock, today’s immigrants
arrive in this country with a host of
human, economic, and social capital.
More than ever, the United States is
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Latinos

benefiting from immigration, notwith
standing the public’s negative percep
tions borne of the fear of change-and
the fear of the unfamiliar.
And today’s immigrants do not resist
"Americanizatic,n" whatever that
means any more than immigrants of
the previous century, even though
today it is easier to maintain contact
with the homeland and develop all
types of trans-national networks. Not
surprisingly, studies show that the
longer immigrants stay in the United
States, the more likely they are to feel
and identify as American. Also, the
younger a person is at the time of
migration, the easier it is to learn a new
language and to adapt to new circum
stances and ways of being. Indeed,
because of television, film, and other
elements of popular culture, the chil
dren of immigrants learn what is
expected of them much more rapidly
than their parents do.
Of course, as the historical experi
ences of African Americans, U.S.
Puerto Ricans, American Indians, and
others have demonstrated, fluency in
English and familiarity with U.S. insti
tutions do not always guarantee upward
mobility. One’s opportunities are some
times limited if one is branded "other"
and "foreign."

H

owever, what is clear is
that this growing Latino
population will exert an
enormous political and
economic influence on
the states that gave them welcome as
well as on their home countries. The
money that Latinos send back to rela
tives in their home countries has enor
mous economic impact. In countries
like El Salvador, Guatemala, Colombia,
and even Cuba, such remittances are
one of the top three sources of income,
totaling more than $1 billion dollars in
each country each year a figure that
does not factor in millions of dollars in
consumer goods that cross national
boundaries each year.
Political candidates in Latin America
now make campaign stops in cities like
20
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Miami, Washington, D.C., and Los
Angeles, in the hopes that U.S. Latinos
may influence the votes of their rela
tives and countrymen back home.
Spanish will continue to he as impor
tant as English in counties like Dade,
not only because of the continued pres
ence of a first generation from Latin
America, but also because of the high
volume 0f tourists and business investors
from Spanish-speaking countries who
are drawn there, in large part because of
the Latino population. Thus, it is in the
state’s interest-economic, political, and
social-to encourage irs students to be
multilingual.
In Florida, the new immigration may
stretch community resources, particular
ly in education and other social services,
but the new residents are also pumping
millions of dollars into their local and
state economies through taxes. The
193,902 Latino-owned firms in Dade
County alone have sales and receipts of
more than $35 million. Latinos across
the nation are estimated to spend $450
billion annually in consumer goods and
products.
U.S. companies make a large fortune
from this population, and thus spend
millions of advertising dollars trying to
shape their tastes and needs.
Supermarkets like Winn-Dixie and
Publix have large and lucrative
"Hispanic foods" sections. In 2001, the
manufacturer of M&Ms and Mars candy
bars introduced a new Dulce de leche
candy into five predominantly Latino
markets, including Miami, hoping to
capitalize on the success of Haagen
Dais’ Dulce de leche ice cream. In
South Florida, McDonald’s sells Cuban
sandwiches, dulce de leche McFlurries,
and "Latin McOrnelets."
New affiliates of the Spanish-language
Univision and Telemundo are emerging
across the state, with their millions of
dollars in advertising revenue. In addi
tion, dozens of U.S. corporations have
established their Latin American head
quarters in South Florida, the symbolic
borderland between the two continents,
providing new employment opportuni
ties for graduates of the state’s colleges
2002

and universities. With the
increase in travel from Latmn
America-as families visit
each other, as entrepreneurs
and investors conduct busi
ness, and as tourists shopjobs in Florida’s service sector
have increased. All across the
state, individuals and com
munities are benefiting recip
rocally.
This is not to say that the
new Latinos do not face sig
nificant challenges in adapt
ing to the Florida of the 21st
century. Sociologists warn us
that the opportunities for
mobility presented by the
service-sector economy of the
2lst century are very differ
ent from the industrial econ
oniy of the 19th century. The
danger is that those trapped
at the bottom of the econom
ic ladder will remain so
because of racial discrimina
tion and/or lack of opportunity and
vision. From the public schools to the
state capitol, Floridians will disagree on
the best ways to address the needs 0f
this new population.
But perhaps the most important factor
working in their favor is their ganastheir will-to risk it all in the hopes of
having a better life. The single mother
who leaves her children with relatives
in the homeland to earn higher wages
a Florida factory; the migrant worker
who moves around more than a halfdozen times during the course of the
year; the university student who woTks
three jobs to pay for tuition; the ‘entre
preneur’ who invests his family’s savings
in a small business hiring three genera
tions of his relatives. These are some of
the "new Latinos" who believe that the
state of Florida is large enough for their
dreams. m
*

*

*

profes
sor of history and director of the Latino
Studies Program at Cornell University, is
the author of Havana USA.
MARIA CRISTINA GARCIA, associate

tremendous despite a rich traditional life,
bilingual education programs, and Cuban cul
tural pageantry.
Statistics show that U.S-born Cuban
Americans have adjusted well to U.S. society.
They are wealthier and better educated than
the general U.S. population: 26.1 percent of
second-generation Cuban Americans were
educated beyond the high school level as
compared to 20.6 percent of non-Hispanic
whites; 36.9 percent of U.S-born Cuban
Americans had incomes above $50,000 as
compared to 18.1 percent of non-Hispanic

whites.
The Latino National Political Survey

revealed that U.S-born Cuban Americans are
more likely to identify themselves as
"American" or with a pan-ethnic label such
as "Hispanic" or "Latino." Ironically, U.S-born
Cubans are less likely to vote than their
Cuban elders perhaps the best indicator of
how "Americanized" they are. Only 30 per
cent of Cuban Americans under the age of 25
show up to vote, and only slightly more than
half of the Cuban Americans between the
ages of 25 and 34 vote. These rates are
much lower than those of eligible Cuban exile
Jasmine Torres, Cuban American, on the phone in Miami’s Little Havana.
voters of the first generation.
And much to the relief of supporters of
the English-only movement, English is the
language of choice in personal and business
he Cuban immigrant experience in the
mythology, and to participate in the civic cul
interactions outside the home for the second
United States serves as one case study
ture. They had to appear as non-threatening
generation, despite bilingual education pro
of the assimilation process.
as possible, and those who were fair-skinned grams and parental pressure. Only 36.9 per
Back in the 1960s, articles and editorials and spoke English with the tonality of local
cent of U.S-born Cuban Americans use both
in The Miami Herald asked whether Cubans
natives were more easily accepted. In their
Spanish and English in their day-to-day lives,
would ever unpack their bags and adjust to
homes, they learned that it wasn’t enough to
leading some corporations headquartered in
U.S. society. But by the 1980s, the Cuban
speak Spanish and to love things Cuban. They Miami to recruit their managers from Latin
exiles demonstrated remarkable economic
had to look at the world through a particular
America because they are more fluently bilin
and political clout, which is highly unusual for political prism that validated the exile experi gual.
first-generation immigrants. The second gen ence of their elders.
lnterethnic marriage, the best indicator
eration-born and/or raised in the United
Notwithstanding attempts to make them of assimilation according to some sociolo
States-is even more "successful."
good Cubans, the second-generation Cuban
gists, is also quite strong. In fact, one recent
Like so many immigrants to this country, Americans are very different from the older
study concluded that if immigration from
this second generation received conflicting
generation, attesting to the assimilative
Cuba were to stop, Cuban Americans could
messages from their elders while growing up: power of U.S. social institutions. This second
cease to be an identifiably distinct ethnic
They were urged by their non-Hispanic neigh generation feels a cultural connection to
population.
bors and teachers to "be American," while
Cuba, but they are not as emotionally bound
If socioeconomic standing, language,
their parents and grandparents urged them to to their country of ancestry as the first gener and political participation are the indicators of
"be Cuban" so they could readjust to the
ation. How could they be? Most of them have Americanization, then a good number of
homeland once a return to Cuba was possi
never visited Cuba except through photo
Cubans are thoroughly Americanized.
ble.
graphs and through the memories of others.
Interestingly, many Floridians continue to
In Dade County schools, Cuban children
Cuban culture has evolved very differently on view them as "foreign" and "other." S

Cuban Assimilation a Case Study

T

learned that it wasn’t enough to speak unac
cented English. to know U.S. history and

opposite sides of the Florida straits. Plus the
pressures to fit in, to Americanize, are
SPRING 2002
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Frant isco Falcon Cuban. sells
fruit along Ehe idewalk or Cal e
Ocho c ‘I ‘posite ‘age Rafael
Ji nlenez. Nicaraguan. plays the
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Liliana Cano performs a Spanisl
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Latin music, rich café,
spices, vibrant colors tease
the senses on Calle Ocho
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that name. A white middle-class
suburb, Rierside was home to
many prominent Miamians. It
contained elegant, two-story
frame homes and other simpler
residences. Later, newer homes
bore the bungalow style of archi
tecture. The real estate boom of
the mid-1920s led to a plethora
of masonry apartments, many
with colorful names above their
en tra nceways.
This self-contained neighbor
hood also claimed, by the mid
1920s, the area’s largest elemen
tary school, the county’s first
junior high school, hospitals,
movie theatres, Tatum Field the
site of the future Orange Bowl,
and a bustling retail area along
its main arteries including West
Flagler Street. Riverside was
home to two of the city’s most
important recreational parks,
several pioneer churches, and
the Riverside Mercantile
Building, which, interestingk
served as headquarters of the Ku
Klux Klan. Even with its rapid
development, Riverside’s early
character could he seen in the
profusion of fruit groves dotting
its landscape as late as the 1920s.
Shenandoah emerged as a resi
dential community in the second
and third decades of the 20th
century Several of its subdivi
sions bore the name of the beau
tiful valley that lies between the
Ll1eghen’’and Blue Ridge
mountains in Virginia, and so
the whole community became
known as Shenandoah.
This quarter was characterized

-

Latin navors abound on Eighth Street. where the
Versailles Restaurant has long been a meeting place for
the exile community below and the Nicaragua
Bakery sells its specialtres bottom A young resider:t
rides his bike across the busy thoroughrare right
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LITtLE HAVANA
by attractive Spanish-eclectic
style homes, products of the
boom era. Another wave of con
struction commenced in the late
1930s as the Great Depression
waned and better times returned,
and resulted in an attractive
array of Streamline Moderne or
Art Deco-style homes. Almost
wholly residential, Shenandoah’s
retail sector stood primarily
along Southwest Eighth and
Coral Way.
The demographics of Riverside
and Shenandoah changed dra
matically in the Depression
decade as increasing numbers of
Jews moved south from the
northeastern United States.
Their businesses, professional
offices, and institutions followed.
The Jewish presence in both
neighborhoods remained strong
until the late 1950s, when
another era of prosperity and
population growth brought
another construction boom to
Miami. This boom prompted the
migration of many residents of
these older neighborhoods to
new developments in the county.
This urban exodus took place
just as large numbers of Cubans,
who were fleeing the political
turbulence of their homeland,
came to Miami. More than
30,000 Cuban refugees were
residing in Dade County hefore
Fidel Castro came to power in
1959, with many living in
Riverside and Shenandoah. With
the onset of the Castro regime,
the beginnings of a huge influx
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LfltE HAVANA
of Cuban refugees into these
neighborhoods would lead to
their transformation into the
area we know today as Little

Havana.
Little Havana and CaVe Ocho,
its main artery, hustle with a
pedestrian life seen in few other
places in Greater Miami. The
human scale of its old structures,
its glitzy restaurants with their
surfeit of blinking lights and
ubiquitous outdoor coffee coun
ters, and the animated conversa
tions of men and women fueled
with pungently sweet cups or
"thimbles" of café over the lat
est events and conditions in the
homeland help set it apart.
With its many Spanish-speak
ing nationalities, Little Havana
is anything hut monochromatic.
It is also a quarter of political
activism, parades and protest
marches, shrines and museums,
and vendors selling produce and
flowers. The quarter’s parks are
popular gathering places for
veijos, or elderly men, who play
dominoes, as well as for young
mothers pushing little children
in strollers. Little Havana is
exotic, flamboyant, sometimes
exasperating to the area’s more
staid "Anglo" residents, and
ever-evolving as new residents
pour into America’s "New Ellis
Island" from countless countries
in the Caribbean and Latin
America. *
*

*

*

PAUL 5. GEORGE IS a professor of sociaf
science at Miami-Dade Community

College, Wo!fson campws.
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From Irish to

grade class at Sts. Peter
and Paul School above.

Hispanic in

and the

A Generation

F

author growing

up in Miami, 952 left.

ifty years ago, I was a

school sat on the

fourth grader at Sts.
Peter and Paul School in
Miami. Today, my son is a
fourth-grader in tI-se same
school. Some of the differ
ences at the school
between then and no"
serve to illustrate how
Miami has changed over the past haif-cen
tury.
When I was at the school in the fall of
1951 during Florida’s post-war population
boom, we welcomed many new students
from faraway places. There was a French
boy named Henri Bezy, a first-generation
Irish boy from Chicago named Dennis
Shannahan, a boy who’d just arrived from
rural Michigan, and one who’d arrived
from Ohio. They joined classmates who
had surnames like Kelly, Casey, and
Lefevbre.
In other words, this was a typical
Catholic school of that era. It was filled
with Irish kids, along with many others
whose families originally came from
Europe. Indeed, many of the teachers came
from similar backgrounds, including the
numerous Irish nuns who were part of the
order of the Sisters of St. Joseph.
Today, my son’s classmates have sur

names that are almost exclusively
Hispanic. They are the sons and daughters
and grandchildren of the immigrants who
have flocked to Miami over the past four
decades. When I was a student there, the

eastern border of the
Shenandoah neigh
borhood. Today that
location represents the
heart of Little Havana.
The current princi
pal often makes impor
tant announcements in
English and Spanish. She is, incidentally,
a layperson, since the school no longer has
nuns as teachers. The last one departed
last year. Some parents and most grand
parents speak only Spanish. The great
football rallies and May processions of yes
teryear when the school extended
through 12th grade have given way to a
daily celebration in October for Hispanic
Heritage Month.
But some things have not changedinstead they have taken on a "hybrid"
character. While the Three Kings celebra
tion in early January is an important obser
vance, the students at Sts. Peter and Paul
still prefer the American brand of
Christmas. Birthday parties are typically
I held in venues offering bowling, ice-skat
ing, or baseball games. The foods of choice
at these gatherings are hot dogs, hamburg
l em, and pizza with pcstehras and guava
pastries for the more traditional Hispanic
parents. Breaking a swaying piñata, a rem
nant of the "old world," remains, however,
a standard part of such celebrations.
Welcome to today’s Miami! *
- Paul George
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Cuban ?afes...

This CanL
Be Orlando!
By Maria Padilla

Q

n me corner, a shopping strip fea
tures a Mexican restaurant and a
Cuban-Dominican cafe. A few
doors down, a Korean grocer sells exotic
rice and other Asian specialties, and a
few feet from there another Korean store
offers the latest videos from the Far East.
Not a quarter mile from the shopping
strip stands a Hindu temple.
Is this Miami? New York? San
Francisco? No. This is Oak Ridge, a
neighborhood in Orlando that exempli lies the changing face of Central Florida.
The Orlando metropolitan area has
drawn such a population mix in the last
10 years that it has become Florida’s sec
ond most ethnically rich city, behind

Miami.
Hispanics are the most dominant eth
nic population, as is the case in much of
Florida. However, other groups also are
drawn to Orlando in sufficient numbers to
make a difference. They include Chinese,
Vietnamese, Filipinos, Indians, Africans,
and West Indians from Haiti, Trinidad,
Jamaica, and other Caribbean islands.
According to these newcomers, Central
Florida’s biggest drawing card is its econo
my, parts of which continue to thrive
even during recessions stich as the most
recent one. The jobs that they hold
depend upon their levels of education.
Asian newcomers rend to he better-edu
cated and work in professions as lawyers,
teachers, university professors, architects,
etc. However, many Hispanic newcomers,
especially those not yet fluent in English,
work in low-wage tourism jobs that do not
require much interaction with the public.
Other reasons these newcomers gravi
tate to Central Florida are the climate,
which often reminds people of "home."
and the presence mu their extended fami
lies who already may be established in the
area. The resulting mix is giving Orlando
a distinctive flavor. "Orlando is on its way
30
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Sook Kang left and Jun

Kang own and operate the Lotte Oriental Market in Oak Ridge

to becoming a melting pot metro," said
William Frey, a demographer with the
Milken Institute, a think tank in Santa
Monica, California
Without a doubt, Orlando’s growing
ethnic diversity remains one of Florida’s
best-kept secrets, It would surprise many
to know that Oak Ridge, with irs
Hispanic, Asian, and Indian influences,
actually is the most diverse area in all of
Florida, according to Census 2000.
Who would have guessed that such a
place existed in a metro area that is best
known as the capital of Mickey Mouse
and all things fantasy? And yet, none of
the Oak Ridge businesses caters to
tourists. They provide services to their
own population groups and to an increas
ing number of others who are partaking of
this ethnic goulash.
Aaron Moore, a Central Florida trans
plant from Ohio, described the thrill, hut
also the culture shock, of the cooking aro
mas that waft through the air of his apart
ment complex in Oak Ridge.
"I knew’ there would be a lot of differenr
cultures. It’s crazy. These are my real
neighbors and I love it," said Moore, 26,
who added that he’s learning the
Ugandan lingo from one of his neighbors,
an immigrant from Africa,
The 1 Tnited Nations that is fast becom
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ing Orlando is on display several times a
year during ethnic parades. For example,
for the third consecutive year hundreds of
flulks turned out for the annual Chinese
New ‘i’ear Parade Feb. 2, coordinated by
a coalition of 20 or so Chinese groups.
The crowds delight in the acrobats, drag
ons, and dancers who march through
downtown streets.
The Chinese are the largest Asian
group in the metro area, hut they aren’t
newem imets by Florida’s transient stan
dards. Last year, one local Chinese school
celebrated its 25th year of teaching boys
and girls the complexities of the Chinese
language and culture.
But the Asians who have left the
biggest mark in metro Orlando are the
Vietnamese. Orange County has the
largest population of Vietnamese of any
county in Florida, according to the censos. The increase 0f Vietnamese, which
began in the l97Os and continued
through the 1990s, has generated over
flow crowds at St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church, which last year dd-d
its second Vietnamese-languaee sen’ice.
"Great numbers come to the Mass, and
the church has no room for all of them.
They stand at the back of the church,"
said Father Joseph Bui, who is
Vietnamese.

The Vietnamese have established a cul
tural enclave several blocks long that is
teeming with restaurants, jewelry stores,
video stores, doctors’ offices, and other
businesses. The area,
known
as
Colonialtown, is on its way to becoming
Orlando’s first officially recognized ethnic
business district, with city ordinances to
protect and enhance its Vietnamese char
acter.
Sometimes, however, it is world events,
not city events, that shine a spotlight on
Orlando’s hidden ethnic jewels. When a
7.9 magnitude earthquake struck the state
of Gujarat in Southwest India last year,
the area’s Indian expatriates got busy rais
ing funds for the victims. It turned out
that an estimated four out of 10 Indians in
the Orlando area come from Gujarat.
The Indian community has established
Hindu temples from Osceola to Seminole

A

picture of diversity

‘Cl
a’
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counties and points in between. One of Central Florida is the area’s fastest grow
these temples is the Shrees Swaminarayan ing business group.
Orlando also is home to the state’s sec
in Oak Ridge, which, for added diversity,
actually is run by a group of Malaysian ond Mexican Consulate, a Venezuelan
Hindus. Worshippers hope to open a trade office, and a regional office of the
school one day.
Government of Puerto Rico, which is a
If the Hindus succeed, they would be United States territory. A group of
following in the footsteps of the Muslims, Dominicans is trying to establish a con
who two years ago moved into a 50,000- sular office in Orlando, as well.
square-foot complex that includes a
All of this means that Central
Muslim Academy offering grades from Floridians can count on an array of annu
pre-K to 12. The school is trying to fill its al Hispanic activities, including a Puerto
classrooms by appealing to non-Muslims Rican parade, a Mexican Independence
in the same way that many Catholic Day celebration, a Hispanic Business
schools have appealed to non-Catholics Expo, and a growing number of music fes
in the Midwest and Northeast United tivals. At least one festival, known as
States. The academy is one of the few Festival Calle Orange, attracts upwards of
places in florida where students can study 30,000 revelers each year.
Arabic, which starts in kindergarten,
"It doesn’t surprise me at all. For me
according to principal Yasmeen Qadri.
Florida-Orlando--is like a small Puerto
Such Asian influences add to the Rico,’ said Myrna Roche, who arrived in
already widespread Hispanic influences Central Florida in 1994.
that pervade every quarter of Central
The lure of Central Florida is such that
Florida. The area’s Hispanic mix, howev the Orlando area is the nation’s top metro
er, is not a carbon copy of South Florida’s. area for growth in black population,
In Central Florida, Puerto Ricans pre according to Frey, the Milken Institute
dominate instead of Cubans. Mexicans demographer, who has studied black
are the second-largest Hispanic group in migration patterns. Between 1990 and
the
area,
followed
by
Cubans, 2000, Orlando topped such cities as
Colombians, and Dominicans.
Atlanta, which long has been a magnet
This lively Hispanic brew has generated for black migration. Many blacks are
newspapers, restaurants, grocery stores, returning to the South from the Midwest
and its own lawyers and doctors. The and Northeast and are settling in subur
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of bia. "Blacks now locate to many of the
same metropolitan areas that attracted
whites to the ‘New Sunbelt," said Frey.
However, a good number of black
migrants are coming from outside of the
United States. They include West Indians
from Haiti, Trinidad, Jamaica, and other
Caribbean islands, as well as Africans. An
area west of downtown Orlando, known
as Pine Hills, is filling with West Indians,
and that is making it easy for Central
Floridians to find rod, a sort of tortillastyle wrap popular in Trinidad, as easily as
they can satisfy their craving for café
e.spreso or hamburgers.
So when next you think of Orlando,
think beyond Walt Disney World. Think
of the wonderful world of people, flavors,
and textures that is fast becoming Central
Florida. W
*

*

*

MARIA PADILLA is Hispanic Affairs Editor of

Carmen Flores center has lunch with Edgardo Rodriguez and Emily Putnam.
spoke only Spanish to Putnam, who at 5 is now fluent in the language.

As a

babysitter, Flares

the Orlando Sentinel and Editor of the
new bilingual publication, El Sentinel.
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ELITZA
RANOVA
in

lives
Sarasota, but she dreams of a
place halfway around the world. "I
think about Bulgaria constantly," she
says. "but mostly about my friends."
Ranova. 24, was born near the Black
Sea in a Bulgarian resort area. She came
to the United States five years ago as
an exchange student at Seminole High

School. She then attended Eckerd
College, St. Petersburg Junior College,
and finally New College. where she
expects to graduate in May.
The young woman, whose English
was not fluent five years ago, is so con
versant now that she’s writing her the
sis on how the broadcast media use
symbols to communicate cultural val

ues. After graduation, she hopes to go
on to graduate school to pursue a doc
torate in anthropology.
Her interest in cultural issues extends beyond the ivy-covered
walls. She sees the differences between the Bulgarian and American
cultures in her daily life.
‘Back home, life is arranged so that you have more time," she
says. "People sit around and drink coffee much longer. Coffee hous
es are different from the ones in the States. At the coffee houses in
Bulgaria, you can get alcohol and food. They are places where peo
ple just hang out. You have more time to socialize. And here I am
mostly working as a waitress and studying. Even when I have free
time, my mind is on what I have to do."
She sees a paradox in the way Americans relate to time and
money. "It’s like a circle. I work to make money; then because I
work, I don’t have time; and because I don’t have time, I have to
spend my money in less efficient ways.
Ranova says she arid her husband, Kevin Allen, an American, plan
to live for a period of time in Bulgaria, maybe years if he likes it. If
they have children, she hopes to remain there. She wants her chil
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dren to learn Bulgarian, but even more important, to experience

family life in her native country. Her family is a close-knit group.
Dinners, she laughs, can last for hours,
"I consider myself entirely, absolutely Bulgarian," she says
emphatically, But at the same time, she wonders if she is becoming
Americanized. On a recent visit home, she noticed that people
regarded her differently. "One day I was buying a tape on the street,
and a guy said, ‘You’re not from around here.’ And I said, Oh yes, I
am!’ He picked up on something strange about me-maybe the way
I was shaking my head or some other gesture. But I haven’t reached
the point where I would identify myself as an American yet. My cM
dren will probably feel more American than I."
And how will she feel after many more years of life between two
cultures? "I think that people take the old events in their lives-or

what they

remember of them-and combine them
construct a new identity."

with the new to

- Susan Fernandez

HY LE

remembers her family’s dramatic journey out of VIetnam-and the fear and
desperation that drove them out. It was the summer of 1978. She and her family had been
secretly planning to leave for more than three years. "Under Ho Chi Minh, we had lost
everything," she said. She and her husband, their four small children, a brother, and an uncle
escaped by boat and traveled for two months, living on fish they caught. They endured
storms that forced them to detour to an island where they were delayed for two weeks.
They finally reached Hong Kong where they stayed a year, learning a little English, before
they relocated to Chicago. "Chicago was difficult," Hy said. "It was so cold and my children
were always sick." Vietnamese friends told them about Pensacola, a place where many
Vietnamese were settling. Hy’s husband had been a fisherman in Vietnam, so finding work in
the Gulf Coast city of Pensacola seemed promising.
Today Hy is a naturalized citizen who owns her own home and a shrimp boat. Her hus
band and two other men work for her, selling shrimp in Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi.
For the past 20 years, she has worked as a cook at Jamie’s French Restaurant and Wine Bar.
She is particularly proud of her four children, who all earned college scholarships and gradu
ated from college. Her son lives and works in Pensacola. Two of her three girls live in
Orlando and the third in North Carolina.
Hy says she feels "totally American" these days. "I love everything about this country-my
lob, my friends, the weather, but most of all, freedom."
Ellen Vinson

ASWANI VOLETY feels "blessed and fortu

nate" to have lived both in India and the United States. Born a
Hindu in Visakhapatnam, an industrial coastal city in southern India,
the young professor of environmental science now considers him
self "pretty much an American."
"I carrie when I was 22-in I 990-to attend the College of
William and Mary. At the time there were very few Indians at the
college, so all of my new friends were Americans. They were
great, and that helped my transition to U.S. culture. It also helped
that my schooling in India was in English. In that country there are
18 languages and hundreds of dialects, so English is the primary
language. When I travel from state to state in India, I can only con
verse in English." In Volety’s home they spoke Telugu, his mother’s
tongue.
What led him to Florida was lots of water. After receiving a doc
torate in marine science for his work on oysters and parasites,
Volety went to Pensacola, where he worked as a researcher for
the Environmental Protection Agency until he was invited to
Florida Gulf Coast University almost four years ago. He has been
married for two years to frJning Loh, a Malaysian who is working
on her doctorate in chemical oceanography,
Volety sees differences in the ways the two countries regard
family. "In the U.S. your family unit is your immediate one, whereas in India your unit is your extended family. You are probably liv
ing with your parents, or they with you, and the rest live close by.
They take care of you; you take care of them. If my parents come
to visit me, they’ll stay a few weeks. My American friends think it’s
too long, but for me, ft’s great. I wish they stayed longer."
Although his parents and a brother remain in India, Volety’s aunt
and her family in the United States treat him like a son,
He is amused that in Williamsburg, ½,, where he went to
school, 200 years is considered very old for a structure. "In India,
some of the temples and palaces I took for granted are 1,200
years old,"
He returned to India for a visa a couple of years after coming to
America, and he says it felt as though he had been away much
longer. His birthplace had changed. "By Indian standards, it’s a
small city-a million people-and it had become more industrialized. The city couldn’t expand horizontally, so now there are skyscraper’s. With a liberalized economy, there is also more foreign
investment-companies like Ford, General Motors, Kellogg, and
McDonald’& l’hey are all there."
When he returned to the United States after that visit, he real-

ized how American he had become. "I had wanted to get back to
India, but when I arrived at the small Newport News airport in
Virginia, it was, ‘Okay, I’m home.’ One thing I really cherish is the
opportunity to meet so many different people. I have friends from
all over. In reality, they are pretty much the same. I wouldn’t have
had the same opportunity in India because the society is more
homogenous?
- Susan Fernandez
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RAQUEL ACHE LEONARD
manager, and a

describes herself as an artist, a cultural
good Venezuelan who loves and appreciates the United
States, her adopted country. She is the artistic director of
The New Place, a neighborhood cultural arts center in
Tampa’s Thor City.
When she moved to Florida four years ago to join her
family here, Leonard said she came with "both great
expectations and a heavy heart." She was sad to leave her
job as the president and founder of a cultural arts center in
Venezuela, but was happy to find similar work in the
United States. "I’m working with the same love and passion
that I did in Venezuela," she said. "The same work, but in

English."
Florida’s fire ants, mosquitoes, heavy rains, and alligators
make her feel right at home, Leonard says. But she adds
that she misses Venezuela, "the land that is my mother, the
land that taught me to talk and walk, where I left my teach
ers," Now she sees herself as a bridge between her native
country and her new home, as she initiates an artist
exchange between The New Place and the cultural center
she directed in Venezuela
Leonard says she is impressed with the cultural develop
ment in the Tampa Bay area, citing the Holocaust Museum
in St. Petersburg and the Tampa Museum of Art as places
where Florida’s multicultural heritage is explored and dis

played.
The arts are vital to the development of all cultures and
serve as a bridge between people of different cultures,
Leonard said. "Every single person should study art,
because a person without culture is not complete. I will not
say you have to be an artist. Oh no. You have to be
involved with art and culture to say you are a complete
human being."
-

Phyllis McEwen

CHARBEL SAAB left his war-torn homeland of Lebanon because he could no

longer feel safe. He came to America, he says, "because everybody would always read about the
United States. We’d always dream to be in the United States because this great natión is the
mother of the immigrant people and the land of freedom and opportunities.’
His first stop was New York City, but he frequently visited Central Florida where there was a
demand for ethnic-oriented performers, he says. "I’m a singer actually. I used to come here
[Central Florida] arid do parties for our Lebanese community, weddings and different occasions."
Saab liked the area, and the weather felt like home, so he came to stay. He was able to bor
row money to open a Lebanese eatery in southwestern Orlando called Cedar’s Restaurant, so
named because of the historical importance cedar trees have in Lebanon. The first boat built by
King Solomon was made of cedar, and the cedar tree is depicted on the Lebanese flag. Saab says
he wants to introduce Lebanese food and culture to Americans, claiming that his native food has
been rated "number one in the nation for healthy food,"
Now a IC-year resident in America, Saab considers himself an American Lebanese. "I’m a citi
zen. Now it’s my country," he says. "My kids are born here. They are going to be an American
American actually. But if they want to check on their background, we are from Lebanon. I can’t
forget my motherland."
He describes Lebanon as "a beautiful country as far as the weather, the climate, the peop.
Lebanon you know, they used to call it the paradise of the Middle East." But Lebanon suffers not
only from war, but also because ‘a is not a democracy, he says. He believes that is the form of
government most of its people want.
Saab, 48, is currently working with hundreds of others in the area’s burgeoning Lebanese com
munity to build a church. He feels this will be a helpful influence as he tries to keep his three chil
dren away from drugs and crime and to raise them wIth love, dignity, and the values of a tradi
tionally close-knit Lebanese family.
- Ronald Habin
34
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States, they have broader educational opportuni

SUSAN SOOKRAfrom

For
Trinidad, staying at home with her children is not
a bad bargain. She worked for many years at a
university when they were young. But for the
past four years in the United States, she has
remained unemployed while waiting for her
green card. It’s a complex process, she says, and
she will not on principle take a job until it is legal
even though she has had offers,
"When I go to be sworn in, I want to be able
to say truthfully that I haven’t worked," she said.
"If I work, the Lord knows. I believe that God
has an appointed time. Everything in life is a les
son. We have to abide by the law and teach our
children." Her husband, Neville, is a veterinarian
and has a professional visa for work
Sookra, 45, is mother to Saska, 25, who is in
her second year of medical school in California; Thalia, 18, a stu
dent at the University of South Florida; Stefan, 15, a high school
student; and Michael, I 3, in middle school. One of the reasons that
Susan and Neville moved from Trinidad, first to Canada in 1987,
then to Florida in 1998, was to seek educational opportunities for

their children.

Her family does not miss the weak economy in Trinidad or the
rising crime rate. "I loved the islands, but when we left, I did not
feel it was safe to bring up children. AJso, in Canada and in the

ties."

Susan always wanted to live in the United
States. "It is a melting pot of religions." she says.
Seventh Day Adventists, the Sookras have always
valued freedom of religion. They say they are
happy in their church family, which recently spon
sored an international week. "You could share

your culture. I cooked my food from Trinidad, like
curry. You could wear your native dress, but I did
n’t want to. I said, no, I am an American now." She
does miss the availability of Indian ingredients for
her East Indian dishes.
Most of all though, she says she misses the
sense of community in Trinidad. There. "jjy
body knows everybody. At weddings and funerals
everyone shows up. You don’t have to be invited.
Here, in my neighborhood, my girlfriend’s husband
passed away, and nobody came. He died at home, and everybody
stood and watched as the hearse took him away. On the island,
everyone would get involved."
She is passionate about both countries. ‘Trinidad is where I was
born, and I will always be that. But I feel American now. I feel at
home here. This is where I live and this is where I am going to die. I
feel like I have come home."
- Susan Fernandez

status," forbidden to earn money or send their children to

school.
Eventually they were designated "in status," but then they
had to deal with another problem. Aiberto, an accomplished
painter, found himself in the middle of a controversy. Two of
his paintings for the new Volusia County Courthouse were
temporarily removed because of a complaint that one por
trayed a tiny devil. The media descended upon their modest
house in Deltona and the controversy was publicized interna

tionally.
"We did not know that because one person complains that
the art would be taken down," he said in his steadily improv
ing English.
"Many people wrote letters to the editor," Luz Estella said.
We didn’t know we had so many friends. We are going to live

here for a long time. We feel the warmth of the people."

ALBERTO GOMEZ and his wife Luz Estella

have struggled since leaving their home country of Columbia, but
their luck and their love of art have helped them make the United
States their new home.
They fled from Bogota because of the murder of Lw Estella’s
father. Then, when they were struggling to make their way in the
United States, they were rescued financially by a couple they met at
a Kennedy Space Center shuttle launch.
After that, they had to overcome problems in obtaining U.S.
immigration papers. They learned they were inexplicably "out of

Alberto recently had a show at the Orlando Museum of Art.
one of many arranged by Luz Estella, a former corporate
administrator who works as her husband’s business manager.
While they do miss Columbia, art helps keep them connect
ed to their native country. AJberto’s canvases, stacked every
where in their house, look at the world left behind. It’s a
world of people with outsized feet reaching from the ground
into the heavens with their heads full of wonder.
But now g4jberto and Lw Estella have a new worry How
can they keep their two "Americanized" children, Leonardo, 19,
and Shaia, 9, connected to their cultural roots? Their children are
growing up in a typical American setting of impersonal housing
developments, highways, and commercial strips, so different from
the tight-knit community they remember in Columbia.
AJberto described what their neighborhood was like in Columbia:
"Everywhere there are little groceries, bakeries. It’s all on the same
block where you live. It’s a cultural niche. The owners know every
body in the neighborhood. They give loans. They tell you who has
an apartment for rent...."
-Herb Hiller
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Journeys

LLJCKNER MILLIEN left Haiti at a time

when, he says, "The politics was very bad. The fact is, I lost my
own brother, who was helping me with my education. He just
disappeared out of the blue." This personal loss, along with
Haiti’s politIcal repression and poverty, drove him to leave his
homeland.
After a harrowing journey by boat, Millien arrived in Key
West. An immigration official arrested him and threw him in jail.
Latec after he was released, he got a job as a picker of grape
fruit, oranges, and tangerines near Winter Haven, He also went
to night school to learn English.
Millien, 53, now works in Apopka as a community organizer
for The Farm Workers Association of Florida. He says he miss
es his family, friends, and the more leisurely pace of life in Haiti,
For example, he had more time in his native country for such
church activities as visiting hospital patients and needy people in
the neighborhoods. Here, he feels he has little time for such
activities. "The hardest part about becoming an American is
that most of the time, you are really busy. If you are not careful
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you can lose yourself, probably forget about who you are," he
said with a laugh.
As to his personal identity, Millien says he considers himself a

Haitian American. He became a naturalized U.S. citizen

in

1992. "My identity changed because of the law on a piece of

paper, but personally, I don’t really feel that. I feel that at some
point. I am still a Haitian. Why, because my culture has not
been changed, my language has not been changed, especially
my way of living at some point don’t change really. I still feel
strongly that I am a Haitian at some point. I am a citizen here
and therefore I consider myself a Haitian American. That does
n’t really change who I was when I was in Haiti."
One of the qualities he most appreciates about American
culture is the value placed on human rights. "It is not the best
in the world, but it’s much, much better than my homeland. As
an immigrant here, if I feel my rights are being violated, I can
take action to regain it. I don’t think anybody would stand in my
way as long as I am right."
- Ronald Habin

The subject of the following inter
view, an immigrant from Iraq, asked us
not to use her name or photograph.

A1’l I NA [not her real name] was
reluctant at first to leave Iraq, but her
future husband convinced her that they
could have a better life in the United

States. He described the jobs and educa
tional opportunities and said the weather
in Florida, where he had worked for IS
years, was similar to that of Iraq.
They met while he was back in Iraq to
visit his family. Her family thought he
would be a good match, and they agreed
that she should marry him and move to

America.
Life in the U.S. is harder than she
thought it would be. Her husband works
long hours and she is home alone most
days with their two-year-old daughter.
There is no time or money to make a
trip back to Iraq. Most of the Arab peo
pie who attend their mosque are doc
tors, lawyers, or teachers. As a home
maker and wife of a food-service work
er, she feels the distinction of class and
has not made close Arab friends.
For her family living in Baghdad, life
became increasingly difficult. Food was
scarce and her diabetic mother lacked
medicine and transportation to the doc
tor. Privations led to the deaths of her
grandparents and her uncle. Then her

mother died before Amina could get
back to visit her.
"I think about this all the time," she
says. "If only I could have gone back to
see her one more time." She lives with
the constant sadness that the only visit
she has made to the land of her birth
since leaving in 1993 was for her moth
er’s funeral.
After September II, life became hard
er yet. In addition to the shock and grief
she and her husband felt, they realized
how even more sensitive their situation
had become. New neighbors on their
street became antagonistic. She feels
that people who don’t know them eye
them with suspicion.
She once wore hajab, a head covering,
when she appeared in public. But she
stopped doing this because she feared it
would draw attention to her and people
would think she was "America’s enemy."
She started night school, hoping to earn
her high school diploma, but after
enduring slurs and someone spitting at
her, she decided to take correspondence
courses.
"I wish they would treat me like a citi
zen," said Amina, who gained her US cit
izenship in 2001. For now, however, she
is comforted by brief visits to and from

her sympathetic neighbors and the hope
that life in America will be better for her
daughter.
- Ann Schoenacher

We’re Preserving Water
From The Ground Up.
We won’t get technical here,
Florida Water operates in more
than 120 florida communities in
twenty-seven counties.
We make water from Florida’s
aquifer safe and usable before
sending it through our pipelines to
over half a million Floridians.

As the State’s largest investorowned water and wastewater com
pany, we’re doing everything we
can to provide a fresh supply of
water today.
And tomorrow,

E R V
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Anyone for Squid Pizza?
I’ll have biryani,
light on the ghee.
Kimchee with jerk?
Sounds good to me!
By Robbie Baer
running late. No time to get
the kids at day care and cook. Let’s
see, what can I pick up for dinner?
Had I faced this predicament 20
years ago, my options would have been
limited to hamburgers and a few other
predictable take-outs. But in the inter
national environment of today’s Florida,
I now have more exotic choices.
I can pick from the delicious dishes of
Puerto Rico, Peru, and even Paraguay,
not to mention Columbia, Thailand,
Vietnam, Korea, Bosnia, China, Japan,
and other far-away places. And, of
course, the foods from nearer neighbors,
like Cuba and Mexico, are even more
available.
These diverse food choices come
from the many immigrant groups who
have settled in Florida over the past
two decades. The dinnertime aromas in
multiethnic neighborhoods from Miami
to Pensacola give new meaning to the
term "melting pot."
Maybe it’s time to introduce my picky
kids to something new. My Peruvian
neighbors make some wonderful dishes,
including one called polio saluidochunks of chicken with tomatoes,
onions, and French fries, which they
serve with rice. Yes, French fries and
rice-a sure hit with kids, The
Peruvians and other highland South
Americans were the first to domesticate
potatoes, which play a large role in the
diet and come in a variety of colors and
sizes that we are just beginning to see in
U.S. supermarkets. For Peruvians, pota
toes are a vegetable, so of course you

Im
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serve them along with rice. Or maybe I
should whip up some anoz chaufa, or
fried rice. This dish, brought to Peru by
Chinese who worked in the mines, now
has a Peruvian taste to it.
Or perhaps we should try something
from India? One of my favorites at
Indian restaurants is biryani-which has
meat marinated in a yogurt and spice
sauce, and then is baked with rice,
onions, and lots of butter, more proper
ly, ghee. Or we could get one of the
many Indian vegetarian dishes, maybe
lentils spiced with curry.
How about something Vietnamese?
Cooking styles in Vietnam were very
much influenced by the French, and we
see an interesting mix of French-intro
duced salads. Of course, there are lots of
Southeast Asian soups, too, and
Chinese-style stir-fries. Maybe a nice
bowl of bun rau, rice noodles and veg
etables, topped with grilled shrimp,
pork, or chicken. Now that would he
something different yet familiar.
Or perhaps I should just get
some sandwiches for the
kids, and some Korean
kinwhee for the
grown-ups. This is a
mixture of shredded

cabbage with salt,
scallions, carrot, gin
ger, garlic sugar, and,

for good measure, some
hot red pepper. Koreans
created this spicy combination to use
up their abundant winter vegetables.
Northern Europeans use up theirs by
turning the cabbage into sauerkraut.
What my husband would probably
really like would be some Jamaican jerk
pork or chicken. Jamaican food, like
the culture, is a combination of influ
ences from England, Africa, and India.
"Jerk" is a seasoning mixture used on
many meats; I’ve even used it on cat
fish-now there’s a mix of cultures It
uses a number of tropical spices, includ
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ing allspice, cinnamon, and nutmeg,
and is rubbed on the meat or fish before
it is grilled. Served along with rice and
peas-a combination of kidney beans,

rice, and coconut milk-it makes a
great meal reminiscent of the exotic
West Indies,
Of course, while we try these new
foods, we are doing more than filling
our stomachs. We’re also learning some
thing about our new neighbors. Food is
for many of us the first step in experi
encing another culture before we actu
ally get to know the people of that cul
ture. Eating food prepared by people
from other places can serve as our intro
duction to them.
But as Americans, we tend to embark
on this adventure slowly. When we eat
ethnic foods, we usually prefer an
Americanized version. We tend to be
rather picky, on a world scale, in terms
of what we will eat. Yes, yes, we’ll eat
Chinese and Thai dishes, but only cer
tain aspects of these food traditions
appeal to us. Do we really
want soup made out
of real bird nests, as

the Chinese do

it?

What about some
of those stir-fried
insects that smell
delicious in open-air
markets in northern
Thailand?
No, what we Americans want in our
ethnic eating adventure is the taste and
spices of these traditions on the kinds
of foods that we culturally think are OK
to eat. Unlike the Chinese and French
whc, respectively will serve up a wide
range of foods with soy or cream sauce,
your average American does not want
insects, heads, tails, eyeballs, or other
"strange" foods to appear on the plate.
So one of the first things that ethnic
restaurant owners learn to do here is
stick to the ingredients Americans will
accept.

Hungry? Peter Leung above, executive chef at Wor,gs Gourmet Market in Tampa, will prepare you a roast duck.

A key ingredient for Americans is
meat. Compared with people world
wide, we eat large quantities of meat.
Much of the world gets by on grains
and beans for a majority of their meals.
But think about the dishes on the
menus of your favorite ethnic restau
rants; most of them are meat dishes
with lots of spices and all sorts of spe
cial ingredients. We think of these as
representative of their cultures, but
these rich foods are eaten in their
countries of origin usually only on holi
days, at weddings, or at other special
occasions.
We Americans also expect our meals
to have three types 0f food-usually
meat, starch, and vegetable. Even if we
get more creative and make soup, then
we serve it with bread and salad. Three
things.
An interesting contrast is the typical
dinner in Mexico, served at about 2
p.m. The meal is served in courses, one

dish at a time. First the sopa-Spanish
rice or soup; then stir-fried meat with
tomatoes, onions, and chile; then lots
of beans and tortillas. Looking for the
enchiladas? Those are served only on
special occasions. Tacos? Those are

considered snack foods.
But when you go into a Mexican
restaurant in Florida, you get a plate
with your tacos or enchiladas or
maybe a stir-fried meat dish with
onion, tomatoes, and chiles served
with rice and beans. Three things. We
see this pattern 0f Americanization in
other ethnic restaurants as well.
Ethiopian restaurants frequently serve
three things on a plate instead of piling
food for the whole table on the same
big pancake, called an injera.
We also want to eat in our customary
manner. So, in Chinese restaurants, we
are offered forks, knives and spoonssometimes along with chopsticks. But
Americans who have mastered the art

of using chopsticks sometimes take
things a little too far. They assume that
one Asian tradition represents all
Asian traditions-and they request
chopsticks in Thai restaurants. So Thai
restaurants now have learned to pro
vide chopsticks for Americans,

although Thais themselves use forks
and spoons to eat most foods!
Well, I still have to deal with my
dinner dilemma for tonight. I could
stop by one of the many ethnic grocery

stores and buy ingredients to make
some wonderful dinner at home. Or I
could get something at the sushi count
er in my American supermarket. But I
don’t even have the energy to stop to
pick something up. We’ll just call and
have a pizza delivered-but hold the
anchovies, and no squid or octopus
either! *
*

*

*

of anthropology at
the University of South Florida.
ROBBIE BAER is professor
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from 1967 to 1971, the only woman to
have held this elected office.
Jumper is proud of her Seminole cul
ture and today is known as a talented
teller of Seminole stories and legends. It
is a rare treat to read the words of a
Native American woman recounting
the joys and despairs of her life experi
ence. Jumper is remarkably candid
about the discrimination that wounded
her early years and about her own moti
vation to seek a better life. Readers of
this book will see Betty Mae Tiger
Jumper as a unique person and cultural
treasure. Noted Florida ethno-historian
Patsy West provides historical continu
ity through keen background research

A Seminole Legend: The Life of
Betty Mae Tiger Jumper
By Betty Mae Tiger Jumper
and Patsy West.
176 pages. University Press of Florida.
$24.95.

and additional information obtained
through interviews and conversations.
RENTR. WEISNIAN is an associate profes

sor of anthropology at the Univeritv of
South Florida.

Reviewed by Brent R. Weisman
was hard in South Florida in
the l920s, especially if you were
the child of an absent French
trapper father and a Seminole Indian
mother, and if your family was one of
the first to break with native tradition
to embrace Christianity. When the trib
al medicine men came to put you to
death, as was the custom for "halfbreeds," you would have to be hidden
away in the woods until they left. "Hola-wa-gus" they called you, a bad spirit
who could bring danger and misfortune
to the tribe. But to the whites you were
an Indian, someone to throw stones at,
someone who was inferior, someone to
be kept apart.
This is the remarkable story of Betty
Mae Tiger Jumper and her drive to suc
ceed in the face of crushing odds.
Seeking education, she attended gov
ernment boarding school in Cherokee,
NC., where she eagerly learned to
speak English. Wanting to improve
health care for her people, she became
a nurse and returned to the camps as
the "Doctor Lady." Hoping to bring the
Seminoles into the modern world, she
served as chair of the Seminole Tribe

Life
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Gary Monroe.
Today there is no general agreement
about who did and did not belong in
this group. ft was an amorphous collec
tion of young African Americans who
learned to paint rather than labor in
the fruit groves and packinghouses of
east coast Florida. Monroe has included
26 artists in this list of Highwaymen.
Some painted together; others worked
alone. Their works were mass-produced
and although the author says it was not
a production-line approach, at times it
became very close to that. If one artist’s
work sold well, others might quickly
imitate it. This was not fine art, but a
"vernacular art, art particular to a time
and place."
The story of rhe Highwaymen is as
much about entrepreneurship as art.
Aggressive door-to-door marketing took
place. Buyers surely knew these were
not great paintings, but they made pur
chases because they liked the work and
could afford the price-between $12
and $35.
While at times the text is overly gen
eral and defensive, the commentary is
at its best when telling the artists’ sto
ries. The real highlight of the book is
the 63 full-color reproductions of origi
nal Highwaymen paintings. Here kudos

must go to the University Press of
Florida for encouraging this costly, but
oh-so-rewarding expenditure. Allan

Maxwell, the photographer, deserves
congratulations. It is his work that will

speak louder than any words in promot
The Highwaymen: Florida’s AfricanAmerican Landscape Painters
By Gary Monroe.
149 pages. University Press of Florida.
$29.95.

Reviewed by Michael McManus
e Highwaymen have caught

the eye of the art world. Their
story is an often-told, sometimes
muddled, but still unique account of art
and entrepreneurship in mid-century
Florida. The tale is now documented by
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ing these artists.
Monroe’s book is a kindly look at this
vernacular art form. What is important
is the fact that these then-young
African Americans painted as a group
and "survived, prevailed, and left a
legacy about their time and place." This
Florida regional art is part of the state’s
heritage and will hold great appeal not
only to the general public, hut also to
collectors, museums, and historians.
MLCHAEL McK4ANUS

teaches folk art at the

University of Miami and at Florida
International Vniuersity.

Hilisborough County Goes To War:
The Home Front, 1940-1950
By Gary R. Mormino
160 pages. Tampa Bay History Center
$21.95.

Reviewed by Paul S. George
orld War II was a seminal
event in the history of the
nation. Nowhere, with the
possible exception of the state of
California, was its impact more pro
found than in Florida. As war clouds
gathered over the nation at the outset
of the 1940s, the Sunshine State was
emerging from a prolonged economic
depression that began with the collapse
of the real estate boom some 15 years
earlier.
Five years after the war, Florida was
bracing for a population and develop
mental explosion that lifred it into the
top tier of states in terms of population
and importance. Many general histori
cal accounts of Florida contain refer
ences, paragraphs, and even chapters
devoted to the war; many fine articles
have also treated this topic; hut OJ one,
until Gary Mormino, has produced a
hook-length account of one Florida
county caught up in the conflict.
Mormino, a University of South
Florida professor, is aptly suited for the
task. One of Florida’s premier histori
ans, Mormino is known for the depth of
his research, his ability to place a topic
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within a broad historical context, and
his superb writing style. A few years
ago, Mormino authored a lengthy arti
cle on World War II and the Greater
Miami area for Tequesta, the journal of
the Historical Association of Southern
Florida. It was a benchmark effort. His
new book goes far beyond that earlier
work in scope and scale. It also stands
apart because of a plethora of judicious
ly selected photographs and illustra
tions, which bring the reader more
deeply into wartime Tampa and its
environs.
The book contains chapters on the
eve of the war, the citizenry’s reaction
to the news of Pearl Harbor, the home
front, the average Tampa resident’s role
in the conflict, and V-j Day. The
author paints a vivid picture of smalltown Tampa, while his cha pter entitled
"Remembering Pearl Harbor" is filled
with first-person accounts by
Hillsborough County residents of that
unforgettable day- V-i Day contains
accounts of the revelry that swept the
area and most of America in midAugust, 1945. The final chapter,
"Epilogue: 1945-1950," observes how
quickly Tampa and other parts of the
county changed in just a few years so
that, by 1950, the war was already
beginning to appear like a long-ago
event. Mormino tells this story by
exploring new issues, events, and
processes that swept the area immedi
ately after the conflict: the 0.1. Bill, a

population explosion and suburban
development, a growing awareness of
organized crime in the area, and trans
portation changes.
Mormino’s story of wartime
Hillsborough County is a model for
local histories focused on one of the
most exciting and eventful periods in
the nation’s history. Despite irs overar
ching military themes, World War II
had a profound impact on every area of
our society and culture, especially the
American city Hills borough County
Goes To War represents a superb case
study of the war’s impact on Tampa and
the surrounding communities in
Hillsborough County.

of social sci
ence at Miami-Dade Community College,
Wolfson Campus.
PAUL S. GEORGE is a professor

In the Midst of All That Makes
Life Worth Living:
Polk County, Florida, to 1940
By Canter Brown
439 pages. Sentry Press.
$45.
Reviewed by Vernon Peeples
n a narrative that one can sit down
and read with pleasure, Canter
Brown, Jr. relates the critical and
colorful history of the fourth-largest
county in Florida. This work, commis
sioned by the Polk County Historical
Society, humanizes the people and
explains the events that shaped this
part of Florida.
Brown covers tourism from the civi
lization of the Paleoindians to the "tin
can tourist" of the 193Os. He describes
the cattle industry from the pristine
ranges the Seminoles found to the early
years after statehood and then to the
great cattle herds of men like Jacob
Summerlin. He also covers cattle
rustling, trade with Cuba, the fence law,
and the effects of the l930s Depression
on the industry.
This book also recounts Polk
County’s role in the Indian Wars.
Osceola helped to plan and provoke the
Second Seminole War from within the
county’s borders. This seven-year
engagement brought forts, federal
troops, and militia to the county and
sparked development of its early infra
structure.
Billy Bowlegs, who arrived in Polk
County with his mother in 1823, initi
ated the Third Seminole War in the
l8SOs to prevent white settlers from
moving into the South Florida interior.

I
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The ensuing skirmishes saw the blood
of settlers and Seminoles spilled on the
soil of Polk County and the eventual
removal of Billy Bowlegs from Florida.
Slavery is treated at length, from the
first black Seminole settlement in 1819,
near Lake Hancock in Polk County, to
the late l840s when wealthier Cracker
pioneers arrived with many slaves, to
the Civil War and emancipation.
The railroads, long delayed, came
swiftly, the first being Henry B. Plant’s
South Florida Railroad in 1884. This
connected Polk County with Tampa to
the west and with Orlando and
Jacksonville to the north. The Florida
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Gorda, was a
member of the Florida House of
Representatives, 1982-96, and is on the
courtesy faculty of Florida Gulf Coast
University.
VERNON PEEPLES, of Punta

This book is marketed and distributed by the
Center for Florida History at Florida Southern
College. It is sold through the FSC Bookstore.

Southern Railway completed a line in
1886 from Bartow south to Punta
Gorda, which positic’ned the county for
the discovery of pebble phosphate in
the Peace River in 1888.
"Polk County found itself riding the
fevered crest of nothing less than a gold
rush," Brown writes. The Peace River
area had "gone wild on phosphate" and
the rich pebbles were shipped out to
ports throughout the world.
Brown also chronicles the develop
ment of camp meetings, the early
churches, the issue of prohibition, wetdry elections, county divisions, freezes,
health, and crime. Polk County’s own
are not forgotten: men like Coy. Park
Trammell, Gen. James A Van Fleet,
Gov. Spessard L. Holland, U.S. Reps.
Herbert J. Drane and J. Hardin
Peterson, and many others.
The photographs and the maps do
much to enrich this book. The author
wisely ends the narrative in 1940.
There is so much rich material in the
history of Polk County that it is better
to limit the time frame than to shrink
the story of the early years.
Brown, a native of Polk County,
wrote earlier books that can be seen as
forerunners to this more recent compre
hensive history. Two of these earlier
works were Fort Meade 1849-1 900 and
Florida’s Peace River Frontier.
Canter Brown, Jr.’s style of writing
creates easy reading for both the histori
an and the casual reader. His Polk
County history is a must-read for every
person with a true interest in Florida
history.
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Multicolored Memories of a
Black Southern Girl
By Kitty Oliver
184 pages. The University Press
of Kentucky. $25
Reviewed by Phyllis McEwen
Writer/journalist Kitty Oliver gives us
an intimate and captivating portrait of
an African-American, female,
Floridian, baby-boomer’s life. The writ
ings of Oliver may evoke comparisons
to those of Zora Neale Hurston, a liter
ary ancestor she claims as "a role
model.. not just in the literary sense."
Indeed, one of the most engaging and
provocative chapters is dedicated to
Oliver’s excursion to the Zora Neale
Hurston Festival in Eatonville, a chap
ter she titles "Zoraville." Here she
writes with the same observer-investiga
tor’s voice that we hear in both
Hurston’s autobiographical Dust Tracks
on a Road, and her folkloric masterwork, Mules and Men. Sometimes casual
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and conversational, yet other times
candid and critical, she wields a dry wit
that is engaging.
Multicolored Memories covers a lot of
ground in 180-plus pages, and Kitty
Oliver has thus far lived a rich life that
unfolds in the telling like five or six dif
ferent lives. Oliver, who worked for the
Miami Herald for 19 years, is now
Writer in Residence at Florida Atlantic
University. She was a part of the first
wave of African-American students to
desegregate Florida’s state universities
by attending the University of Florida
in 1965. Much of the memoir is related
within the context of this experience,
yet, as important as this phase of life
certainly was, it does not distinguish
the book in the canon of American
memoir. What’s most valuable as liter
ary experience is the voice of a gifted
and self-possessed woman as she allows
access to an inner landscape that is as
guarded and private as the life of Zora
Neale Hurston.
The late activist, poet, and essayist
Audre Lorde called it "hiomythogra
phy." Oliver calls it "Zora-telling," a
way of writing such that a novel is so
compelling "people swear it is autobio
graphical; and it is so obtuse in her
autobiography Dust Tracks on a Road,
people swear she was lying about her
life." Once the reader understands the
genre, it is a much smoother ride. You
can sit back, relax, and enjoy an experi
ence of which you are not in control.
Or as Oliver quips, "I just love stories
that are not easy to figure out."
Oliver graces us with the calm, some
times offbeat voice of a thinker, a read
er, a writer. She lays it all out for us like
the sumptuc’us, Southern meals she
describes and concludes:
In one generation we moved
from beer joints to wine bars, from
pigs’ feet to sushi, from the poverty
line to the middle class. Still there
is a longing for a sense of place, of
culture, of permanence, of identity
that continues to elude me.

scholar/actor/poet who
tours Florida portraying Zora Neale
Hurston and is a consultant to the FHC
Resource Center.
PHYLLIS McEWEN is a

UNIVERSITY

The

"lost" first novel by

the Pulitzer Prize winning
author of The Yearling!

Florida Landscape

The Highwaymen

Clyde Butcher
For more than thirty years, ac
datmed photographer Clyde
Butcher’s compelling black and
white photographs have chronicled
some of America’s most beautiful
and complex ecosystems. With 50
black and white plates, the beauty
of Floridils landscape is expressed
elaborate detail.

Florida’s African-American
Landscape Painters
Gary Monroe
"A well-researched, lively, and
comprehensive overview of the
development and contribution of
these African-American artists and
their place in the history of

in

Florida’s popular culture."-

Distributed by the University Press of
Florida. cloth, $35.

Cloth, $2995

Mallory McCane Otonnor

Florida’s Colonial
Architectural
Heritage
Elsbeth K. Gordon

‘This first-ever book on Florida’s
colonial architecture will be an
eye-opener to readers who identify
American colonial buildings solely
with the powdered-wig states of
Virginia and New England."Michael Gannon, University of

Florida
The Florida Architectural Heritage Series
May. Cloth, $39.95
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The Wide Brim
Early Poems and Ponderings
of Marjory Stoneman Douglas
Edited by Jack E. Davis

‘This collection is a treasure.
the poetry a delightful surprise.
Everyone who cares about Florida
will be inspired by the early
musings of this legendary cm
sader."-Carl Hiaasen

Blood of My Blood
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
Edited by Anne Blythe Meriwether
An illuminating look at the back

ground and maturation of a writer
who went on to pen an American
classic. . . this seminal work consti
tutes a useful document for those
interested in delving further into
her unusual life."-Puhlisher’s
Weekly
ClOth, 524.95

Florida’s Megatrends
Critical Issues in Florida
David R. Colburn

and Lance deHaven-Smith
‘The authors have synthesized
their vast knowledge and under
standing of Florida’s modem
history politics, and people, woven
them around Florida’s challenges
and opportunities, and laid them
before us in a fascinating and
informative read."-Wendy
Abberger, Leadership Florida
May. Paper. $19.95

Cloth, $24.95

André Michaux
in Florida
An Eighteenth-Century
Botanical Journey
Walter Kingsley Taylor
and Eliane M. Norman

"Botanists, historians, and amateur
naturalists alike will delight in this
meticulous telling of André
Michauxs journey in Florida,..
brought to light through a wonder
ful recounting of the rigors of 18thcentury exploration and collection,
dealings with local officials, and
collaboration with such American
naturalists as Witliam Bartram."David Taylor, Converse College,

Spartanburg, South Carolina
cI0th, $39.95

-

Florida’s Golden
Age of Souvenirs,
1890-1930

g

Larry Roberts
"An entertaining and informative

look at the souvenirs, treasured by
early tourists, that helped shape
the image of Florida as an exotic

1M
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paradise."-Kenneth Breslauer,
author of Roadside Paradise
Cloth, 53995
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Order these Florida gift books directly with VISA or M/C toll free:
1-800-226-3822: mention code 0542 and receive a 20% discount!
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SOME OF THE MOST NOTABLE
RETURNS IN INVESTMENT HISTORY
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Wealthy investors

position, in that they

need not focus all their efforts on Wall
Street alone. These individuals can and

should consider private investments as part of their tota’ investment program. Many
substantial investors fail to take advantage of their size to participate in venture capital and
buyout opportunities.

Our 95 years of experience have taught us that a meaningful commitment to these
investments is a key contributor to superior long-term results, helping to ensure that a
family’s wealth spans generations. Bessemer clients are offered unique access to a variety of

private investment alternatives,

if you have $10 million or more to invest and would like to learn more about Bessemer and
receive a copy of"A Guide to Investing for the Wealthy," please write or call.
Russell O’Brien or Michael Okun, 561 655-4030
222 Royal Palm Way Palm Beach Florida 33480
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Offices in New York, Palm Beach, Miami, Naples, Washington, PC, Woodbridge,
Atlanta,
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Menlo Park, Chicago, Dallas, London, Grand Caynian
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